

Forest (All la) Gibson la I960 *7 Dava Sharp 


i different tlaaa. 


Xf 7 


id * r Mr8 - 

Otk. 

(I caaa rt -,* # 8r “h*bly had . doable vaalt. and srobasly hurried In tta Hannah can 
°ava : lr * fl °d a atone sf Oth. ar Jaa In tha caaa tary). 

10 ‘ •• ■•nnah waa berried ever thara la tha Hannah caaatary than that won Id ha 

°a**tary lft 00«a -T Allla: Tea. they wara harriad arar thara (aaar tha araaant -- 

nd tl»T t** d iat * r * n “Hal* traa In the erehard craw «• 81I£*the aid caaatary was 
Arrl^ th * k **' “•““••nt ar at ana la and put It in tha caaatary aad left tha crava 

■ are. Thara waa nethir* thay aauld da about it. Tha atana Is a llttla square. 

R *** ■* rr lad Aant MalinJa Hannah. XX Robert Rosa was a san af John Rasa. 

••“ad Stella Rasa dlad last year at about 

Oaraj ji 

ia f,,j a ^ ard tl * t a lat ** aaaala stepeed la atft the hawse af Jim Gibson and 
»r c#rn ** * f aaaale. Allla: " Thay always cooked a l/2 bushel —Patataas, leans 
I dan't k " aot 18 st iH hack there now. Wa sade bread —2 aans af bread, 

at aaa»i»* W 4. k#w h * ^1*) arevided It all. He'd been a ■illienalre If he hadn't 
1# «r W«hste" s* 1 fr# " hlB * s a 1#t * f timeber land dawn In Webster Ceanty 

*nd thaw -< * P rln X*—“11 that— and didn't *et reserved one lata of minerals—seal, 

7 ■ ln *d all that land. 

a *■* fr9a whe re Unde Peb Gibson lived.: Did the Sharp!* have anythin* 

"he l«id on St Thftt w * 8 G i* 8 * n Land *11 the tiae.. 

*f Slatyfarw. . T Zl Tk (Cr##k ^ ranni« ue to the top af tie Mountain (nrar Larral Run 
aue in betwe* r ** k; ’ V ■ #th#r * Ella > own8d 9r9r 200 acres and aunt Kellnla's land 
'ad wo p* t ._!* and an * tk ' r aieee »f orepterty where It was flat down ; ,t the erehk 

lave: Thera - tr ** B ther * #a ® 7#ar ( acra8 « fra. Lewell Gibson's new cabin). 

ffbverniaent "ewnet ?! *•" a »^ latr * e8 tk * r * « f9V 7**r* a*e,-maybe still there. 

*da *nd I v.i h * lMd ¥mt res8rTad aineral ti*hts. 

vent *p there #nc , mA flBhed at tha bal# 


•. ) 


r*Jre^.r^t^ * t# ‘ T d w helped her in tk * card#a * M7 8i3t * r . 

Jerse ^ w.H .. a ? W ** d * iwtk th - «“• Sk « harness up 

**■ asked her where h Sk# w#rked with Parses and skidded le*s. Once a' 

*14: 8 ri *ht "rlr tUrT'H. "" kUBlM “. ta — - * 


the apple trees. 


> * aaa and she 


K-u. 4 : / 4 <Lv«ve,i (W>^^ LVlK<L a A fcc rn-,^ Jat^ 

/J<t^v-rw«-37 


y- 

. 

tuVt<c *3 -•»■ -» 


taped by DajWge 1 


Stone, by Allle Hibson 5 -l-»l ^“P ® 0 °y Dav^ """ 

: .* ‘ lnphone lino through hero in 1898-1899. Tell me^ 

it 1 1j si Imitated tho line by putting eld© 


about P ut the tolepnone lino turougii iiom in -*u77- i «m me 

1 n 1 “• All le: We Jcldu Imitated tho line by putting elder bueh poles 
Hvod° i* 400 ”'" 1 and trung strings on It. Dave: Dad said navid “onnah 
"lod ‘ V -t nbov ' s.uti Hannah• • plaoe — boale the present rood when Dtha 
a ?”** ■«» liio vlaiou. do aald it wua a log house, two s tori os. 

Didn't n i<,,d b ®** n - 1 " ,;lmt lloutla when he wau a boy and he aald It burned. 

b " vicl dan null live tht ro before he moved down to the log house at 
•'arimy, n,lul1 '“ 1 . A m° s J- nev r heard of him living up there near .'’tun 
Aln u 8 * D« v o >i/bo lived In .tho old hhuae ther< near Mam iannaha? 
tliooe* Aunt LAah ilannah ntuyod there—Bowd Hannah—bee, r wonder wh at 
1 ‘Oliow P r°i Jl0 ' 8 tlui “® waa * i,ho iiboon ho so wua an old log house up the 
ohumm,ir imu Hannah'ar—Dave) Dave: I atopped there and tho old 
au„ llia f Poci£a “ro a til 1 there between the old and new road. Allle: 

Hannah 7^* tli ' ' irowna llvt>d tlvre. I'll tell a little atory. Grandma 
boy and V IOiJt ®r) Wna thure to vlalt and she aald .liner ILLdor waa a little 
daddy a# ° Vl ?i tod there and there was a Rider lived there then—Hamer's 
at him rl“ aa . ho ot 0 , ‘ Mlr in ■omethiriE (eating) and ahe was a> mad 
irundmu toid M ni n ! 5 4 i oodly ' otta hair, whut ajn I going to do with it"? | 
that hair i- Ua ^ ou * cnow » wlu»t that boy should have done waa take 

lived thfn- i Un aul 1 d notllll,b '< about lb " Ct must h .ve been a Hlder that 

hoy and th! im,°H Ua | 0 ; 1 r r WUS thOI, °; (DUd told ua bh ® aboI *y « b ™t the 

.avs: rS„n h f lr » bub 1 n® ve ** remembered who It was —Dave), 

that 'lopKn^n, i °r° 1 P‘ 13 h0 “‘“do said: "David ilannah lived in 

Wwfc'« the be!ore i burned." Allie: that Hn’t ihe-flume house? 

there (Aroh?^- 0 w \ iert ’ Jr ohl ® (page Hannah's) Jackson lived 

8 Hrt “f, r)QVld lived t ho r e --in my~V1 ,’ri e. My 
Uutiunb J , 18 * ta / od Lh °ro with uncle Henry and aunt Mag when Ernest 

aoldthe piuoo n to n' 10 .^ n,? k°? f,:8X J 00 * < D r os Frank Ilannah aoldDavle 
he ‘ L ? l be f° , ; e dLed - ) whan David died 

hud on^Toy and " mfd hi?d f ,° ° ' )oor ' ( ' G and henry. Henry bnly 

"« tarkev L’ahhi*~" f d V. C ln raoan **« 83 und he kept moving like* 

'*oary wua a merchant and he Just Son? SSl“"J moVod Q lot nnd Unol « 
Honlcic ' s Vali«\r „ „ just wont from place to place— Arbnvn i » 

burriod at trojj. 'aha o^b^lT^er''Unal‘‘ r i J i e<1 M *2 " ,oulur '’- bheu 

h ?f »nd dtod down lt Zf.^!?. rr 7vT M ° Xl °° 

“hold goli^iith “oMi 1 «!;“ C » h “‘', WM boarding at Mother's and 

protty-rVgularlj ?o ai', h r.^d'tn o K hori 3 f 0n ^ ) - H *' d boon »»ln 8 up 
J J Glla down iHiore put sorau blacuits VS ' l ° p-oback * So grandmother or 
ofr the horse et the b«n! whd ^ f .h^- ?„ P0 ^'’ t - So * h « n h " «°t lu> 
and the chioicns Jusl aorarabled for it i™ b ani“° Ui i of hl * pool ' ot 
been Lena Kennison. Horn had a »lotur»'„f hl,rl - It may have 

yoara old alien huthur und i,aura P |uL.^L f 1 w ““ onl l r ,,b otit 2 

the cuteet child she «v„ r , a S™ SJf b f,‘” •»« »h« thought I .as 

alwaya like mothor und daug , t , or r bel?Si/ a llkonl "8 to me and w fl were 
so muohof h.r. Jy father “ Bob aibsoi lie 1 olo “* r - 1 thought 

to tho train to bring Unoli Luthnr l w «i.on») went to Huttonavllle 
brothers or her father wl d*SS55 In ° t0 7 0ne ^1« uJer'a 

was a Brown. ua V u: 1)ad told onoe of snmS i S TTHlSmS" 

rygart^T^r. Allle; that wu? him a ° mo f n ? drunk “nd drowning in 
a Mr own. I aonder where Ihe SJoS?; * fathor 1 t hlnk * He »a. 

. . flartha hanneh. ThSt^uIt SSI Z™ “ nd th ® Jaokaone? 

S ftPundfathttr wa. ..( jlhnT bot " tha J ohn Hannah's famuly. 

.Vhere the iiutfh a annah house is-- Wai l ? lf id fl nd John Mothers?) ... 
forreat's pandfat. er oxcept when he In l ? : hou,e * 1 nov ' p remembered 
wondered why that *«.„ ■Jr t ltti«^ 0 T!h T ^^ered. I 
^ # was Aunt Kandy iiam i)rlok & °" Lho bad °mng. I a ohlld. 

Wlth one of Uo iiambrloke ntti 

Ao*ce little onee —ba>y 0 n 




Dav 3torl * a b .v Alli » albflon b'-l-Ul fc “ p * d thia°woman (^tha HannthT) 4, ‘ 
» 8 uld D ufc d aaid whon 5 * Vla i t Mi 5 f P uha prayer wan ovor to anvo oandlea. 
Allif P ^ ouc tho cur,dle *** Lrunan took care of. She was a 

*» ... . «•»*«.; or |b*JP 


Al v«d Whore m-h “an,* lived— juat above Veo .lannaha. rnat s un> - 

!?'* fc hat Luth-r vllted a id she put out the candles during . ht 

D «vid and John Hannah was choir son. John was going to a dance one night 
J nd he said tho devil was In the shape of a dog and he ran S rlRht^ 
l8 hce. when he went to ’o over tho a fenoe, that dog would be rifiht 
£ hc i*e. i le aald lt waan »t nothing but the devil. So he Juat wont back 

. torlos by Dor othy ( Hannah ) i'ltzwater: ftey fe f 
Blain -harp lived down here at the old place (a house Juat 100 yards below 
her present house) and oin^ over to visit your Dad and Mother. H e li ved 
“°"® m th Henry ->h rp le visited Luther's and lt was time go ro kwma 
tot) ed, and rs. "Aunt ^achael" — ’ ed (Dav .s) called her aunt Kffch. -he 
«ald "Blaln, you can alee where you did last night* (thinking he'd slept 
there last ni^ht). Blaln aald "it's a Ion ways to go but I can do her, 
ana he got up'sn c’ came back over here. They said it was so cold. (Dad's 
story about this elsewhere in stories) Dave: Dad said that someone 
was stealing bomb little things from his store and decided co talk to 
Blain about It. He 3 aid "you shouldn't be taking things" Blaln 
replied: "Tee Hee, it's a good way to get things without paying for 
them. Dad said he couldn't keep from laughing, the way he aald lt. ha. 
(••ith Blaln laughing. Dad couldn't be serious with him as he planned.) 
Dorothy: John Blanker and Molly Blanker's mother was a hannah. I think 
it is in theold history book. There were several David Hannahs. Dad 
(Davia) and L. D. Went to school together (log school) and Dad wont to 
his store around ther,.( There was a circus there once. LD had acme 
kind of a tent and told dad to take careof it and he went off and talked 


to his girls (teenagers?) 

Dorothy: John hannah was the hannah that had slaves. He lived, I guess 

down here. Drandpa Hannah-—Shell Hannahs father (?) They were hurried 
Juat below the Hannah comet* ry. They moved it because of water. — 
moved them back up on the hill. 'Whites and Slaves both. 3ra ,dpa 
hannah was hurried down there, ne was the one that jumped the ditch 
as reported in the history book, 

Jonn's boys were Andy md 9111. Uncle Andy hannah married a "White" 
girl and so did uncle Bill hannah—married a "White", and they used to 
say th^t two of "black John's" boys (he owned slaves and they called 
him black" John), married white girls . ha. 

(Dave:) Mrs. harvin Hannah told me this store a couple years a^o (1980) 
Dorothy: There was another John hannah that didn't have slaves. 

Bill Hannah's wife was Sarah. Andy's wife wad Udora. 




A1U. 01 baon -Teaching Slatyfork 1911-1912 Tto. 

**®*H»nn 80h001 •* ^atyfor, 1911-1912. The Trustee. were 

I a tayud at my uncle LD and Aunt Laura a irom mo j 

-»2«£ L $llr° rnLn& ' foP ^r^el^r^nd the "ho use and store 

lr naaded 1 ^washing and che like. J' 1 ® 1 ??? for board. I loved them 

PfLsr-' JS.'tbf/rrtS’J i£L£. -itjg.£»• 

Tss-psssa (wm * nd 

Hannah's house were Janes Jackson raised their family. Ij*««» 

®y ****** mother stayed there when Uncle Henry and Aung Mag lived there 
. And took oare of Earnest Hannah—I think she was 14 then. 

*® 8 * there 7 was an old^housT where*Frank Hannah said on 3oude Hannah 
Piaoe Juat op ; oslte the Gibson plaoe in the corner (Corner? . 

I heater) told me Elmer & Pennick Rider. P^*® 1 *** 

lived there. (Elmer* s parentis? It** was Juat a vaoant house 

to me. (it's gone now? . 


ihat was Silas Sharp that slept in a rooking chair. He didn t la y down 
f or six weeks. The nl r ht he died he asked Grandma: "Sarah'—his wife: 
to fix him a pallet by the fire. She helped him down. Then he said 
help me up" He died peacefully then—Just went to sleep. 

I didn't know of any of the Sharp's owning slaves. 

Ellis Hannah died in 1915 by an aoolder* . 


Jo# Gibson's ohildren stayed at Bob Gibson' a— and went to sohool. 


Haney Rider? Anthony Creek.... 


Silas Sharp: I stayed with them what time he was siok and had a 
fly bush to keep flies off of him —6 weeks he dever got out of his 
ohair. He had abenoh or something like a table on a high chair to put 
his anus on and hla head down to rest. Stella Gibson was there. She 
could help grandma take care of him at night. 

Students I taught: Jesse, Fred, Frank, Book Hannahs, Ivan Sharp, Willie 
.mover, Willie Harmon Gibson, Clyde Galford (Just visited)—under 6, 
C.;ayde Ogukkuos Richard Gibson, Henry Gibson, Bernard Galford, Paul 
flan nah, Violet Sharp, Roxie Gabford, Viola Jackson, Eula Galford, Beula 
Galford, Bessie Hoover, Velma Hoover, ;Aaude Phillips, Bessie Higgins 
Creola Sharp, Emily Hoover, Ruth Gibson, T rhsn.:ia Hannah(Gibson), Snaky 
Lucy Hannah (Jackson) Bessie Higgins, (daughter of Sam Hisg Ins) 


) 


I rememoer mother (Ella) telling about the log school house at the 
cemetery. Teachers: Gum Mathews and Mr. Byus.-f-He had been left on a 
river bank to die and some folks found him and naned him "Byus" meaning 
finding him by us . Mother said he was a good person and teaoher. He 
prepared to preach and juat preached one sermon and he died. I never asked 
where he was burried. /ifiNNfW 

Uncle Ellis was driving to toWn in a wagon fc Veo was with him. His 
horses got scared and he was thrown out and was taken to the Marlinton 
hospital, where he died —just lived through the night. Russell was at 
Richmond at school He came on home. I was at Richmond at the time to 
see uncle Ilarmon Sharp, Inis daughter was Lena Liesty—waa at t he hospital 
with her father. Harmon said "you are Hob and Ella's daughter"—he knew me. 
But I ■** had left on an early train for Washington and didn't know about 
U cle Ellis dying till later. 








isms 



M»o«ll«.nou. [■'.of by Frank Hannah, am 

oom.f* thwr of S«m and Joe Olbaon was John. He 
°om«tar v . u. .. Jnnfederates with < 


ff «*nn.h oaaetepy at Marvin Hannah**. Hla swoond wife • - Bnma Show 


jii tab, and others (Allle Olbaon )>■?* 

John. He waa burrled at Moffett 
•a with a pepper-box platol. 

Hannah'a daughter) waa hurried at 
a. Hla aeoond wife w as Etoaa Show- 


alt — o«iiuoc«ry at Marvin uwjimu - 

• °I.Pk at the oosanlaapy tl»t ... located eoroee the poed from 


- - uiorii at too oonmisary ^ ~ . . 

.1? yeU 0W houae" tM.er* he lived, (near the water fountain) 

SJjtnttiona lived about Woodrow—across the mountain from Marvin Hann* . 

I * ,M ^ked aoroaa from ><urvin Hannah's to kill him and hevms rone. 

Simmons killed Hugh's little brother age l6 during the oivll war). 
T"* 1 ^ Styirp (no relation of Hugh's) lived near the Davia H a nn* house. 

■ifa i? OU8 * fc th ® had « brother Joe and Blain. Henry moved to Stamping Greek. 

4 brother Joe got married. Joe's daughter married ^aoy Bryant. 

...i,?' 1 daughter, Mamie, went to achooi one day. 

o!» * Uu lford lived at the Gibson Knob after living at the head of Slatyfork 
Han "* *hd he ran Hugh Sharp's mill at Slatyfork. 

^ 1 was the 0,18 that pretended to be the " ■Hatfield " rang and 
tti nofco *«- 8 he-eld-leg-aehee4-he«ee- for LD to leave ?500 in a box at 
Ban t d •ohool house(log). He was a former teacher. 

P « olc * on and ^oye Ayers lived with Uncle Hugh. Bill Ayers did too and 
* n a flfiht with ^ausen Lindsey (of Linwood) and out (Hanson's?) ear 
vifiM ii° , and want to Virginia. Jim Jackson and Dan Jaokson also lived 

with Uncle Hugh. 

conf-i®-?' 6 »*■ in tha big field below Slatyfork t own. People who had 

The ° U * d * 8 ®aaes, diptheria etc. were kept there until well, 
one tin “ ;?pan k heard a voioe on a phone, Violet was talking to some 

on t-K , * l2 ou * a whan 8he saJ - d ^ d ° y° u want ^ ^ aap Saxn Varner'• wife 

K?r< phona 7 * 

rene o Moor - ® arriad ^*<3® ®«y~Frank Hannah's grandmother. 
hoiffe^?l»t*bur^Id he11 ^ wenfc to floh ° o1 at Slatyfork with Frank— the aohool 


went to aohool at Slatyfork with Frank—the aohool 


Ju J y taught Violet, Lena and Frank. He was mad at the wav the 
fJS liadi*, n Md ! h ?i r . h i lr " Uh (— Plctup. or than, ?n "ok) 

him to 1 U* dld ‘ and ho “ aa doing to .hip Judy. LD dared 

place °?“* ou t of the h ou 8e. He lived in the Curtis House at the old 
hia Job.^’ D# A d ^ u «nnah were trustees and they fired him liu from 

“ Aliie Olbaon, Bernard Sharp(whloh one?) lived at Davia Hannah Place 

Th-v Jo6 md M * uai «) Killed In the war. 

, Un 1 movdd to iflllsboro —Stamping creek. HI* widow marrTed 
^nry sharp and lived at Davia Hannah place. 

Henry killed act Robt Hibson place. (Henry ;>harp) 

o“p^ d .;r.:r?a^ r rr ,Mrri * d *&**?*• 

W to SL 11 "! Au-hhor UP th. hollo. (Shelton Hollo.) - 

"«jw.£Sa£KE~ =T» - 

isaw^'wrgjuBfei* — —• 

o? V i d .«^--^v ioTd 1 ?ho“Zo.‘1 ‘ i “ dr V mer ° h * nt) Snd “««•«— ‘0 ».k. «r. 

Gibson's ilf.. i , lt It had belonged to tea, 

r.*ld dl.d-th.'Tog „oS,. It ,1 't?: Jin Jackson ll..d then, ^t.r 

tog nous, at »rohl. dlb. 0 n>. (no. gon.) — plotur. In book. 



£anj» ■Win.iii interviewed by D *** lr „t o»»mlll*--- th f ro 

*■"£ lumber*^or 

*v»5°? r " y “:. t «*^“‘up h ‘"*‘y* ork «^rr th * 

yr^ -- h ol 

f««ember th«« cutting those big hemico^t ^ aaw mill near the school 
o.ieti .us during noon hour, 1 think T t aawe< j). Dave: There 

*as 8 ri lator on C1930'.0(D*d 8 ^ d ^“J® r t he 0 ^ store place when "ad was 
as also a saw mill up ;ne creek above th JJ the creek on 

® hoy. (On Sundays he and others would push tho car y _» 

the tram rails and ride it back, and may have wreoke ^ aa id 

t £® K ld bollor wa8 8old fo1 ’ J unk duri "^ " he . 9 °° waB built tod ry boards, 
b he builder had a kiln near the new house when it was bulic uo a y , 

««d he thought they may have sawed the lumber for the house and pianea 
Allison from Hillsboro built it. T Hflnn _ h 

I think was the brother of Suzie Rider. George L. llanciah 
was married 3 times. First wife was a i-loSlure. He fell out with them at 
aryt 8 Chapel church and said he'd never go b aok there again. His wire 
»«s there at church md died there. So he had to go back when she died, 
p 9 ae °ond wife was Nora Sharp,daughter of Harmon. 

x*rank: Eva (Hannah) Deale taught at the S latyfo rk school that later 

n £ d * Little Sil l Gibson dovm ther was full of mischief, like rest of 
aero* ?? fc 9orae dynamite. There was an old hemlock tree that fell 

Douparf ,u e road ar, d some one had cut it out. We bored a hole in it and 

fath, n r nfi ln * c and a fuse to it. On Friday evening IiVa»s 

looked in iff' came down after hel * with the sled. W e lit that thing and 

gee to the dvnf a ^ hlm ° omin ^ on fche sled and a ® kad Just about ti e to 
Frank: (Phone^ ona ran u back and pulled the fuse out. 

eation. oSTTiJ i 2a, ZT Z the flrot tlm0 1 heard a Phone oonver- 
and aonie on. w^ JlSn - aS Z you f bad ' s - Violet picked up the phone 
I said "yes". I rameraber that^ f, d you " ant to hear aoi *»ne talicing?" 

— before .rTsL b TlanX .*rhaTa°tI?»!i r : ™. diking to someone. 

“i.’“b.o°„ th S, r 0 V t ad ffs- tha old ii -- 6 Your Dad * Jobn GlbBon 

mother would go up add alt^with him 10 "’!!,”!! T" ” lolc ‘ 0ne "Inter my 
w a „t'’, Md u- 50 ® " d tchel (uaura'a alate-)* h ' ld so “ e lcln<i Of rheumatism. 

a *?*“ For fixing their hair plotdr ® ° f C5elr”hairtao" 

houai. t ^ h li- d t a =roea t he ore.k^ £? D “ ®“ d ^ d 

JaCft.-sx Y £r-i-“dr 1 ® 

"aid JtBKliiqyu let , s *° u«t rl(J of nlm l 0 o " J 0 "® tpuat ««e. „ty 

sS s@. 

now or It'll be t aald d ° y ou all wanf J one evening fc rt * 

working us dark to Tint a Single"? T f l” 3 5 get a drink, 

oted to put a birS/th®’ (itor y "b^t 3 ^ 1 " 3, ,le "«a a 7 out d ??a bettep So 
there but they d*d^J b mol “y a t tte aoh^iT^iSid Gang^ r^* 3om waa 

It and threw th. 1 c °me that- , ac h°ol — T t T & 1 I ** d « waa inqtn,, 

-ober that ^ S^ggS^^ 


Frank flan n ah Inter 


- w " w l * on V^ 

d..^7t n^r>n» —•“g&.jrS* tSJs»"* ror 

half waytj I wua pretty a There was a g the half- wa Y there 
that new house Si livosin. gtore (that « We’d 8° U P t he school 

old school house and -he ol hemlock* tr a aa w mill n ® a ^’ There 

remember them cutting thoa ^fhink Tber ° d £ad it sawed). * ra d was 

3 omoti .ee during noon hour, timber and na -tore place wb0b i, «n 

house later on ( 1930 * -0 (£<* abo ve the old store ^ ree k on 

was also a saw mill up would push tb ° ked oncee?) ld 

a boy. (On Sundays he andot may have wr wo rld war. S1 SQ H - flP da* 

the tram rails and ride it back. a ^ lng t he second ;^ bullt to d ry boards. 
The old boiler was sold for J £ h e new house when it house and planed i • 

the builder had a kiln near the ne lumbor for the houe 
and he thought they may have sawe lt# L . Hannah 

Franki Kellison from Hillsboro Suzie wder, f ^r 0 ut with them at 

Bi ll Frlel . I think was the brother oi^5^*. lie fell His wife 

wua married 3 times. First "* f ®, d neV er go b aok there h * n 3 he died, 

ary'a Chapel church and said he’d neve ^ ^ fcQ go ba ck when ane 

was there at church and died tner • Harmon. inter 

His second wife was Nora_oharp,daug siatyfork school t ^ at ^ at Q f 

Frank: Eva (Hannah) Beale taught st the ^achief, l^® rest 

burned. Little Bill Gibson do»n the hemlock tree that fell 

us We got some disunite. There was an he ^°°^. ed a hole in it and 

across the road and some one had cut Friday evening Eva's 

poured the dynamite in lc and a fuse to i . t that thing and 

father (Ellis) came down after her with the ■sle.a. e tl e to 

looked up and saw him coming on the 3l ° d “jiS thefuse out. 
get to the dynamite. .Some one ran back P i^eard a phone conver- 
Frank: ( Phones ) I do n t remember the first time t ®i ctod U p the phone 

aation. One time I was down at your Dad s. Violet p P talking?" 

and some one was talking and she said"you want to hear ol B J!° n f Q ™e££e . 

I said "yea". I remember that Sam Varner’s wife was talking to J° m ° 

That was before we (Sara Hanneh's) had a telephone. Your Dad, John ibson 
and some others had phones on the old line. 

Otis Gibson used to live up the hollow. He was sick. One winter ray 
mother would go up add sit with him . He had some kind of rheumatism. 

D*ve: Did Lens .iitchel (^aura's sister) go to sohool here? Frank: Lena 
went to sohool with me at the school house that burned. Lesl ie Judj 
taught there when Lena >nd Violet went. This picture of their^hair-do"• 
lie jot mad at them for fixing their hair. They rolled it up around like 
a "rat”, (see picture) lie jumped on them about it. It made your dad 

mad and he was going to whip old Judy. He was going to feed the sheep 

one morning and Judy was in the house (the Curtis house?) and L.D. 
dared him to come out. He had his feed s aok and some grain in it and laid 
laid it down in the road. Judy lived across the oreek from L. D.'s 
store in the Curtis house--the house that was up off the ground (now 
gone). He woouldn't oome out. He taught two schools down there. He 
taught one school Your dad.t.D. and ray dad, Sam were trustees. .!y 
"W ought to at rid of him and g.t someone .lae. u> 

St tSfSfraifout 2tfSiS“ "° r4 year - Thsy trl,d ^ another 

srsi.b^sjr.sr.s u B t k , &.*sLS3 t «s-»« s° 8 :\; 

now or It’ll be too dark to fine th« .,- tn inR u * you do> bette ** S® 
working us too late. ha. (°tory ab^t the^ntfKi^? 6 lliCe Gam " aa 

cted to put a box with noaay at the 3 chnni ^ fl eld Gan^) l.D. was instru 
there but they didn't come that nl-rfi? 0 ^ 1 houae * LD P ut an empty box 
it and threw the box down Thev 3eoond night the came ard pot 

teacher that did it. h * 7 thought U Henry Doddrill . a fS*»r 


H avinond Mft2T „ u «ii e y School Just 

Hy ( aottwr, aunt and uncle ■ t 1 ?" d * d iiveu. before ‘^‘‘’chsp®! Ch'.roh. 

J *hort from Ain® O^.on 11 JJ n „ ar M»ry • °»;P^ en house 

, ° ld " i'l.aa.nt Valley .ohool on the n“ A bulld lng as • °" 1 ^a ro«d and 

£;«"*• - y°“ r Aun * ia J m bui?di?" •*• movad ■ oro 

i *° •tan hor liouio burned, the «tlll atande. . tT M 

Incorporated Into the now lioina »hlob flk in the sawmill shan y, 
Sumner or l 9 ei, „„ nvad up Slatyfork oraak m 


—,.u ia.r liouio Durneu, -Mil it'ina*< ., «nd 

Incorporated into the now home which rtk In the sawmill shan y# 

Sumner of l 9 2i, w „ nvad up Slatyfork or.ek 

i.£ l * y#d on fch# old toiler. lipial of Indian Draft, son o 

jit* ? lbaon married n daughter ° r dobn J'Thomas Prlsl a Confederate 

oJldf h FrLm1 ’ My areat-crandfather,Wm Tbomss^Kr Vally Hlver near ElkwA e 

Oldior survived the war only to dwoW " Conley Hun. 

in '; r * v * ln ** n abandoned oemetory overlooking y heard many years 

^Sdotea about t he Sharps: According to the story I "• Hie first 

^rnTsgrurBir-r lrsra ora in part if his stock 

ok of goods won Ink. One oold wlnt< r nigh g -load out. However, 
fu° a# arid burst. Tha youthful merchant waa almost "*P* d DPloe 0 f Ink 

. •bbnamlo law of supply and demand wont to work, an ^ . oftQ h 

dobb * ad . Another; four great-grandmother ( Raohaal ) mads a shirt each 

for Hugh uTvriiurmon. To be sure thero would be no mistake In ownership, 
-??? rdln {f to th « «ne who told the story, shs said sh would Juat mark one 
•icti an "if" f or JlaPraon nnd the other with an"H" for Hugh I 
i^Liber Olbson; I heard he was namedri "lister' 1 because he waa born on 
jat day. Hi a mothor didn't know the exaofc date of his birth, and so 
H °*l*bratad Waster Sunday as his birthday no* matter tkiat month or 
Tha u happened to be. 

Muturai 0a <l iO I ,t,1 “ Tlme * Ja « 1# 191^ "The directors of the Marllnton an d TvLk 
5 — isle phone Jol met Sat. Offloers are b.D.Sharp, President, 
moat imttlZ vloe-rea. and gen. Mgr. J. D. Olbson,, s eo and treaa. The 
•fter ^E?i? t «.i u-lnaM tranBactod wus the cutting out of free phones 
the a JCtenslon ^e "xtendlng of the short line wire down Elk wherewer 
».Va. ^ulp * pSJ h * bualne f 8 Jujtifisd It (Maoe: probably the 

entering the Marllnton iirltohhn^'m D k! f fche dlffer ® nfc mutual oompanlea 

pr r&mz miIsS-Yj ? l *~° ommnlty 

M. 0 ^ horseback to the dSJS^tiJkf 2?J d “ P aolca « e Would 

•^r^rST 1 bn i°!?* od to the 19th Va. cJv£liv 2 /J ,nJi11 *° Clinton.) 

ssss “^r£C™v :! 

" rmin « th * 
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Sharp 1 a ,leoollootlon# 

r* I'a-vu tit / < (S > ^ 


(j u pt. :u.a, L °"“ 

innnon Sharp 

the Civil *«r 


1$ 


_^ ln th. civil ’“■• b ”°r»hootlng 

c«pt Mundy told Unolo Hugh that 1 ° 1 “ and hleother men »» billed one 
'“•n were down undor the brow of a Jill *> 8 ld and they poweder 

thl. hill at the suemy over 0 « * h ° ° waa fr«n a misfire the back, 

their own men. he said he thought it W f ^ h±11 wa s ebot in 
*nd one of tho men under the bro f war . 

It was Just an accident— one of t deed of some kind f . . \ 

^£t_j«u ndy atld L)nol JJu fl had a xeroxed elsewhere in bookj 

^liTirTSU on pauiey. f DaVOS that d0 «d is Xer<° la nd back in the early 
Jhat was the uny you got unclaimed ° r , u "f u ^^ li y vtroto up a olaim and after 
y ya * rr no one claimed a patch of land y ss so me one had a 

you kept it so loot. It belonged to you. But I «ue wasn't good. 

Prior deed or claim to that property. Ev ^ de J^ y a ^ suppose Capt 
,r>inw lnk Ha,u °na has thee "claim" from Ivan s p P • tll after Ivan 
dled y Wr ° Ce lfc up * 1 dldn ' fc know thQt ° lal “ oxlflfc 

"Doo Lowe"-- Along about 1690 or before that, there were a coppie of young 

t* e ?i° Wa thnt oanje ln to u " cle harmon' Sharp's at Slatyfork ™ Jhoot- 

ch ® head of Laurel Hun and built a cabin there. They wore slx-ahoo 
®ra on their hlpa. They didn't socialize with any of the neighbors. 

*ney»d oome out to the store and had money to buy supplies. They were 
hun?*/ bout a y 0ur or so * Hiey didn't work at a Job. ^taey probably 
rail aome * Th0 y seined to be hid out up there. 0 n e morning one of the 
2 ? 9a °ame dowi to darraon sharp's who lived across the creek ln a big 

niirhfc° U8 Jf slafc yfork. lie said "I had trouble up at the house last 

shoot hud to k111 ,n y partner. We fell out and I knewwasgolng to 

my arms » Ve a ? up a11 nI 6ht. gg^waa slttl g backwards on a ohalr with 
ware waifcfn° n ■ th< £ ° hail ’ ®nd he was sitting over in the oorner and we 
the 41 io£ “r L? r the ofcher one fco SO to sleep. I do red off and I heard 
I fell off iidif sun when h « cocked It. I knew was going to shoot and 

-U*. LZ Z r thSt °‘ 1 ‘ lr PUU8d ^ — -hot 

A oyw f y # they 6 J^t fc ?ook m * he baok ■W«^bat^* 5 Jat V£* £ h J r P oemetery. 

waan t * nv f ook hia word that he shot ?fr a rook fap » atone. 

«he kneiZ v?H?n° r ^ instigation or W r ^-defense. There 
little hr: 1*2*5? ■&*_*• She“ i! she^knew ^ G ' ih *™“ 

•he heard „h„.,f about she was 


n7*r m ytnin,_ 

s. «tis ,°L d £!“»? . • 


S* Uno lo 6 ",I gh S ^ d sa “ heard about""] 

& bellow, 

had^the oabln"up <> thri° tyf ;r lc7) «bSutj ®•‘'.^"old^n^VVlU 

o he knnw «.u__ 


down 


C °^®hd d he"aaid 

th ey went to jaii? Ch ,fc “^en he~^fftrwnr ate ve"(?) R of .r lna » ov er there 
in the 1930a. Cof fl ° rrila - Che g 1 ;i3 0t ? 1 om » big i ev ®[* 

vfjifc fcbe r. ald0 of the c P an ° Play1 ^ by Sl 

Wth Vl01 - * "-f-e'e. p aul , 


SHARP 4 


Storie- « t0 ‘ , flWiin ming ^dwhl 9 * ay# 

»lso.l.«nou. ^oo“ '2 <nl , K ey UP 

Jos and cj Jlb.on'a dad, f°“j„s Civil for^““jlonsl G " M “° 

middle mountain meadow dur-ng a Confed^ t ^ Q0# 

*n oharp . alter the war. ved °° lle ° off lce and *o 

a civilian, a prisoner, and . . to TdF a y y d sent to th 

was probably one of them s ed. 0lbaO n w n sb t fur , nf , 

Oot m the fur business* ./to Dad. r,ad „? d t ,« One evening# 

a fur prloe-TTal and^ive it *» u ye ars oWj hep oharp'slain# y oU 
address on the price list. hta a t grandm fore> told uD stairfl* 

Slain -harp would stay sorae the night bero gajne bed UP “ la 

FETnlcingBlaln had stayed with ^ ht "-meaning tnear the Da ^ 

can sleep where you slept la J e ^th ***£? e It made ep « j ha. 

He had actmtally slept at his n ight before. t here and ale p d f&30) 

Hannah hous e-Dorothy i’itzwater) the m g boP rOWed l 1 

and he said: W I h.ve a good bed at hom^ ^ three calves fur§ and 

Pur Business : Dad had made a JO P JakfJ Glb8 on to help 

money to buy, and gave half ol 1 (Dad stayed 

he doubled his money. palls, down Elk ^ r ,T® j near Point 

John and Melina Rose lived at Whi Their son. Bob 1 Ry^n that 

iTrnight there buTIng fur when age 12) - ^ w#bateP Sppfcnga. Rumor 
^untain. Was a surveyor. And he n a 0 d _<* 

he got drunk and a car killed him. Waltham l8 size, 1°92 

Ivan had bad's gold (filled) P oc J et .^^4 u ck Galfcrd could have lived 
There was a house at the Gibson Knob, so 

there. They moved a lot. near the RR track. 

George Hoover was probably the first to live P qh _ ftlbbr# 

Hanson Lindsey was a brother of Mrs. „ otters) on Gauley. 

Burn Hamrick/Jim Shaver and Greens"held possession le i<i" 

3am Gibson and Dad watched at the old school house f or __V“+-v-vo 

gSn g - fhat sent a note for Dad to put $300 in a box in the corner Of tn® 
sohool house. Ho one showed up. Another night he came ana tnrew cne 
empty box and decoy money on the ground. Dad first thought it wns Burton 
Hoover, but a Dodrill from Veoster county, perhaps h shhool teacher at 
Slityfork one term, was convicted of a similiar trick down there, so it 
must have been Dodrill 
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‘ Nov**mb«r t: o 15 th 1974 and I have a meets,ge here to thoee who 

*»*• be. concerned in regard to* a little bit of hiatbiry to the Sharp 
generation and ancestries . Since Mother and Dad hav past on to 
their final resting place wfrtfa the Lord, we regret we did not make 
® record -of their vast knowledge otfour^kin and thei" activities, while 
“®re .on earth, therefore, I will start with myself.t 

I was th^ oldest of son of Luther David and Laura Jane Morgan 
Sharp. Hy name is Ivan L. Sharp. I was born July 27, 1900 and so 
the legend and knowledge that I have that has been handed down to 
®® and saiethat I have known to be a fact on my own rights, so I'll 
begin with stating that there was seven children in my father and 
mother's family: Ada, Violet and Creola, 8 ilas, Paul and Luther 
David,/junior) — so I will state that I'm married to Genejrieve 
Orndorff of Arbovale, a daughter of J. B. and Cora Ervin Orndorff 
and have lived happily together for fifty years. and we have 
three children- R a mona, now living in Parkersburg, married to Thomas 
Shipley and they have three boys, . Johh,Thomas Alan and David 
and also a grandson Jeremy and my daughter , she teaches music in 
public school since'he boys are grown up and away at school and one 
of them married off, so Ralph , he is taking care,of you might say, 
two families, he is living in Fountain ValleyCalifornia and has a 
young son, Richard, and part of his family is in Albany, Georgia- 
Vickie, Brian, Kathy and Diana. Evan, youngest son, married Phyllis 
McCutcheon, a sister of Reverend Calvin Me Cutcheon, a Methodist 
minister like what used to be called a circuit rider on his own 
preference, he prefers to deal with country people rather than preach 
and take care of a city congregation and he has*been awarded several 
medals or plaques for his efficiency in his line of duty. And of 
course this takes care of the children and except , I might day that 
Ralph is asst production manager of a bearing factory where he lives, 
and Evan living out in Madisbn , Va. has two sons, Rod and Todd an d 
they are both in school and his wife teaches school so they are kept 
pretty busy, there on their farm trying to remodel the old farm 
house. And of course, now getting back to ray dad's family.. 

Ada was married twice. The first marriage to Mrauofenson. She 
had a son, Donald which is now living in Portland , Oregon and a 
daughter, Helen, married to Eugene Hannah living in Slatyfork. 

West Virginia. After she taught a term of public school at Sl^tyfork, 
she remarried-to Will Curtain. To that union was-two sons and a 
daughter. Billy Curtain, Stanley, and fllara Keene; Then Violet, 
lives in Richmond Virginia and she married Rufus Markl-nd who is 
now deceased and they had one son Rufus Melvin, Jr and he lives 
in Indiana. And Creola was avictim of the flu * after the 

first World's War and she had-anyway it wasn't diptheria, but 
anyway her throat swelled shut and they had to 'lance* her throat 
and it turned to blood poison and in that time they didn't have r K 
penecillan or streptomicin to cure or check diseases like that, (ft 23 ) 

She was very talented in music and was doing a little teaching of 
piano lessons even while she was in the las? year ofhigh ecllol. 




* #n Si, By brother, Si after having a few operations and a 
® Il PPed disc in the back and gall stones and a few other troubles, 
2 ® decided that he'd remain single and free and therefore he is 
till living back at the old homeplace , the Hugh Sharp place 
*dere our great-uncle Hugh Sharp lived and of course my dad built 
he house there. 


Then came along Paul. When he went to school at Buckhannon, 
h ® met Vonda Lowe and they were married and to this union was born 
* s °n and a daughter, Thayer and Barbara. Of course, Paul, after 
finished school,he taught school and was principal ofthe Seneca 
Trail Public School at Slatyfork.for a few ye n rs. When the second 
World's War come along, he went down to Institute near Dunbar and 
"itro and went to work as personnel man.O.S. Rubber company in 
“aking latex rubber for war purposes. When this factory closed, 
y® followed with the company on to Texas and is living in Texaev 
' onda died a few years ago and was burie<} /jeir Barboursville or 
H ui| tin-ip* y«h«rp her parents were buried. Paul remarried again. 

To this union there are no children and he was fortunate in getting 
■f^o good wives and of courae a good wife comes in pretty good 
take care of you when you have ailments and we all have our 
share ->rd Taul had some kind of paralysis in both arms for a 
while and the Lord is almost miraculously healing him and he 
has almost normal use of one arm. 


Now Dave, married Sylvia Friel, one of Dee Friel's daughter '6 
’ind they have a girl which they adopted and is very/ bright 
and intelligent nr.d a great help to them, when Sylvia hasn't been 
too well and like the rest of us- it's nice to have company around. 

Now this takes cure of, I believe, my brother '6 and sisters.- 


My dad was the only -on of my grandfather, Silas Sharp and my tfiQ*** 
Sar^h Hannah Sharp. He had two sisters, Ella, who married Robert 
Gibson and Malinda,who married Ellin Hannah. 


My randfather Silas Sharp, spent t wenty-thyoe mo nths and 
twenty-four days in a Confederate prison - cUiringthe - Civil War. 

brothers, 4v«^were killed duringthe Civil War. 

J-tHE^, 1 *' ■ W!J3 killed back of the present house where 

Uncle Hugh used to live. I do not know , but I think he was buried 
an the back in the Calf lot' now belonging to Paul (along ?19) 
where Mary, Uncle Hugh's only sister was buried- she died with 
something like pneumonia during the civil war. 


There was Uncle Hugh Sharp, Uncle Harmon Sharp and Uncle 
Jfr Henry S harp are the only ones I can remember of my great-uncles. 
There wac, of course, Luther and Rernnrd. Uncle Harmon had a 
big familyand they are scattered all the way to California. 
Tolbert after he helped Joe Gibson's buy up the timber land 
around Slatyfork, Gnuley Mi, rtvddle t'.t. etc, for these big 
companies , he went west. .. 



r' 



- Un cle Harmon died in McKellum (?) Hospital in Richmond, Virginia. 
and I VnvTTed him whil- he whs in the hospital . It’s been many 
_° r * «~o, Grandfather Sharp, hiu father was William Sharp, Jr. .JL 
’•illiam Sharp, JrT my (-neat-errand father is buried nt the Sharp 
C^veyard-n:...,,.,! for him- up nenr the hich rocks. Grandfather and 
t-far.dmother and ^ i.-.ter. As I s< ( id I'm not sure where Bernard 
* nrt Luther are buried, the boys that died during the Civil War. 
‘^cording to my recco :lection, Jake simmons and Quince Harris were 

Guilty parties that killed Bernard one on them was guilty of < ^ 

I'm not sure but Luther n&y 'Ha'Ve been kille. at the Battle 
of Droom Mountain . Of course they had a skirmish over on Ming g Fla ts 




L 


could have been killed there. He was serving in army. 

*»° there seems to have been four sons Sla Wm. Sharps, sr...One settled 
at Slaty fork, my great-grand fa thei^^One up about the Jake Gibson 
Place and he was, I understand, was maybe killed by an Indian or 
b y a sniper. One settled at Edray and the otherone over about Frost, 
i ztr 

, Of course William Sharp Sr, came of fronMSngland and we were re¬ 
lated to the Dilley's. Mygrandfather married Sarah Hannah, 
daughter of David Hannah who was very religious and allowed no work 
to be done on Sunday., no cooking or anything like that-Sunday vas jHHn 

kept as a sacred day . And my grandmother had a brother, Henry, —-- 

who ran a story,up at Arbovale for- a few years and moved from there 
to Renick and 1 m*not sure<»s to whether they were^buried there, but 
he had a son JCftrnest who went to A rizona , (Phoenix ^^tbelieve) and was 
^postmaster ther until his retirement. Now my grandmother had another 
son whose name I do not recall for certain but it might have been 
(StfMfs. -&£5ert or and he had a severe ailment ( might have been typhoid 

or not), hut anyway a miracle s-emed to-have been performed, he died 
away and they were making arrangement^ for a funeraj., sterns as if 
his father and grandfather had been to a sale and was coming back 
and this bo^ awoke from this trance or vision and tried to sh#w 
grandmother and the other members of the family the beautiful sights 
of he n ven as he saw it. He mentioned some of the relatives who died 
before he was born. He said " They are up ih heaven, don't you^ee 
them, but they were unable to see but the bright lights like the 
sunset in the evening, but he also told them everything that hie 
grandfather and dad had bought'at the sale. .. his mother, a colt 
for one thing. He said, " I can .take this baby and stick it the 
fire and there won't be a hair of his head scorched." But they were 
afraid to let him because of the knowledge they had of fire... Then 
he S"id I'll throw this hankerchief up to t’ e ceiling, it will stay 
up there and he did and it fli_fl stay. He said, "I* 1 * sleepy and he 
went to thebed and and laid down and he didn't want them to touch 
him because he had seen Jesus and the angels who took care of him 
while he was sick in t' is vision so that left a testamony to my 
forefather® and of the necessity of having th faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. And while Dad relnted this- story to me on more than 
one occasion, I'm sure I haven't repeated it exactly as it was and 
of course jny grandmother had mentioned what had happened. There 
were miracles back in those days as there were when Christ was on 
e»rth and of course there are still miracles being performed today. 



Grandmother lleanie Hannah and my grandmother, Edith gams e y 
the wife of Reversed Samuel C^ JMorgan the Methodist c 
At ri «»er on the Edray charge during^he l 888 - 8?-90 or gl« 

tin >* methodist church was in f e Virginia conference and 

Con ! r on in t-e Baltimore conference and now it is the W, Va, 
di 2 l° rence - Lewisburg District,. op course both my Grandfather^ 

before I was born. The R rison term of my grandfather >"«*■* 
he was the only one or one of the^ six who survived 
Jh “I ia fever w hich struck peactically all the prisoners that mnna „ d 

the Confederates had captured. «y grandfather somehow or another managed 
° ?et some material. Gold wire and things like that to make some 
r n g8 and ornaments etc. — &+*+- 

(END SIDE ONE: RECORDED NOV. 197^" IVAN SHARP) 
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This is my second aXtemptJto five some history of the Sharp generatio n 
a s handed down to me by word of mouth by Uncle Hugh Sharp , and my 
father Luther Sharp and my grandmother S ara Sh arp and some know¬ 
ledge in - my owrT rights. I have some legal papers but I really have 
done little or no research as to the history, but this information 
that I'm giving may help somebody who desires to do some research 
work on our ancestry. 

# l I have some legal papers to show that my great-great grandfather, 

• William Shar p T Sr. one of four brothers that came to this country, 
leaving mnny^relatives in England, Scotland,Ireland and Germany. 

They received a land grant from the King of England for vast amount 
of acreage in wflat was then the state of Virginia. He had, as I ^ 

understand it a brother that lived at Frost or Huntersville and 
one at Edray and one at JakV~Gibson place a t^hcad of Elk . He was 
stationed at Slatyfork. In this deed that my great-great grand¬ 
father gave to my great grandfather was for son^aver a thousand ^ 
or more acres including Slatyfork , Sharps Knot^nJkrt of Gauley 
Mt. and port of Buzzard Mt. Of course, my great grandfather, 

-Jlf ——;> William Shari. Jr married Rachel Pillc y. This is what the deed 
calls for and they lived atSIatyfork and were buried on a shale 
soapstone type of ground, a ridge,-east of the high rpacks near 
the old county road. You might say that when they died they were 
both buried on this ridge, therefore the cemetary was named for 
them. Of course my grandmother and grandfather Sharp as well as 
ray father and mother Sharp are buried there too along with oy • ,3) 

sister Creola. I've seen no markers that my great-great grand- —Ctf /e ** 1 

jjf. father Sharp was buried at this cemetary,. nor great- uncle Bernard 

</fj—? Sharp or my great- uncle'f-Luther Sharp who were killed during the 

Civil War. There was -unt Mary Sharp, a teenager who died with 
pneumonia or something similar tt> that during the Civil W^r, *nd 
was buried down on the north side of 219 on the bank of .what used 
to be called 'the Calf-lot Meadow'. Part of the stone maskers are 
still there. I might say that my grandmother Rachel' s sister, 

H ^ n d y . DiHey Ervin I believe it was staye d with them about the time 
that they died and stayed on to keep house for great-uncle Hugh 

Shar-p for a certain length of time, T don'^ust ho “long!-Shi »av 

^ haV* been buried over at Dillev* Mill 
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t , nre no well as my ^rent-cre'-t Grandfather, 
f our relitivon were buried up at the 
where Billy Hannah «nd GeOTta. Hannah,used to 
but t oy may h.uve bee"rTr^l a11 vec on my grandmother Hannah s 
grandfather David Hannah'* aide of the house. 

1 wight o-iv that I have here in ny . osoeoion,/uiven to me by my ^ v 

uncle 1£J ! email QgiMJ&U of his mother and («+* * 

ahowin, nil the birthdays of ,11 the family including my 
pr.andf:,ther ‘i 1 •; :'.h „ T . who married .Sarah Hannah, daughter of 
’'nvid >,nd Hester or Mo. sie no t ey called her and lived at the 
llannnh house. I also have a small type ^IB O inr . “be el 
Civfeh' to iny-lister. Violet, and she in turn cove it to me to Keep 
in the Pharr family. I -l.;o have a split- hickory bottom rilSKlHC —’ 
c .il^i_r Given me by rrent-uncle Hugh Sharp and said his crajvlfather^^ 

P i 1 l ey h>d died in this chair while r.ittjj if in the chair. The 
chair is old~and straight, one of those homemade chairs put to¬ 
gether with wooden peps. My brother,Hi, snid ' I' t • s not much 
wondo r i, e rlied in it -it was so straight .and uncomfortable. ’ 

'•’hat is because the rockers -are worn flat and there isn't much 
'rock* to it. 

As T r.aid before I'm not sure where -ny great-great grandfather and 
■randnother we r o buried. Pome of our relatives are buried in the 
Hannah graveyard but they may haw been t'e ones, or my grandmother 
: Hannah's side of the bouse as * stated. Agreat ^r^at Uncle of my 
•"YGreat-gre at ,-randf.ather Sharp was located near Frost, Hunters¬ 
ville section which Judge Thnrp and George Shnip, former Secre- 
tary-of-cta te and Austin and *.shy were desee', dents and there may 
have N»e" other', m ,yh» -Id, anyway I wasn'ttoo well aquainted 

with the Sharp's in that seetion. And another was located about 
Edray in which Will Sharp and Gil es Sharp and Jake Sharp were 
probably descendents probably Hanson Sha rp, Ellis Sharp and J'CV' 

Jim Sharp were descendants of this brother. And t' ere were Blmer 
and Mitchell Sharr, sons of Jim Shar p. Maybe some of these lived 
Anoto section. ' M 1 ■' f , 

I'm not sure , but my great* uncle Hen ry N Sharp used to live at Middl e 
mountain until n fire burned their tYGme" dbwn add they lost every¬ 
thing they had an, they moved l 'orm there to about tke Davis Hanna h 
house rv>w is and from there over to the Onoto .. so they 

may he ancestors of Date Sharp and Eliot "Sharp of over inthat 
section. 0 f cour-e there in Charlie Sharp and his brother so 

t ere ire ome distant relatives there somewhere ...how this all 
can.e about 1 don't know. Now the one of my great 1 'great uncles that 
reltle.) up ^ t the .J^ kp Gihson rlacc .accordi -.it to Uncle PUSH ''harp, 
fore the Civil .'a r ir a -nt'er mysterious way-killed by 
a snip*»r or * Hirjruntled neighbor or -a hunter- any- 


he djo.i 
an r».dT 

way he found de 
children 


of a bui it wound, now so f-r as I know had 
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^miiy w, rt crM * grandfn ther William Sharp's 

Sharp' .;„ i “2ntf " J H C, '' , ' lt er ~ ilun 3h °rp, WQS Henry 

^ld hi! 1 ¥?• r , le " uch 2h ' ,r P v/ho 1 ivT d" at 

Warmo/sf^p Hved do U ^^ w | th u “ ’til he died. Uncle 
EggFTT ^m 'ived down t ~latyfork and he died in 

vfrfrr^r^ii 1 ^! in Richmond. Virrini*. m„ e^ul" afjd j 
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ffj^~rr- S>ri £ . r '”ea nown U hia _ 

vffiSfsS^hiu ill Oireinu. "if'ZtoZ .... 

Si!Lccr or the thro11 ! h " Oonpitel fore. Ho hod 

lno st"dT" them r ' ,e h , d a ^PB# family and I knew 

feltoSSTh. :nd f li r tti r ’e T Tim n 7ih' ? hnd ° nly ° ne b °*' 
o5pr, rounrf al "t y ro rk : n ? i |#nnf n tw 0r0 £Cllin “ real 

after they clid th t - Uk ° nd through there and 

o. 1Ved iround here moved away* "j^cllidi th# pCOple that 
,; l ' Jr P. Tolber t Sham marn>.’> /Ef n C cousin Tolbert 

%88,-fZinSrr younger _ 

Bo "e'd^S^nd'^he liverwUh^^*' 6 ’ hle wife was 

? VCr 0 rijlkins. Ma^y Lie ct yh^-ffauchtcr, Mary liesty 
remember and oflB urse th ere ‘won J'°" naa,ed Lawrence, 

- p^ldr _Di 1 I e v . Another d.iu-l fr. N 4itoe^ who married 
‘ ATwiut wLt alon/j with Tolh T®" led Dovl e and 

1 iked*•‘t li “ erts or ^"'“hel^ffhthe^e i" c" 1 1fornie of 

of th kn °“^ther she eve/marri Jp 25 ’ W ^° Went west . 1 

sh> - - 

V\it/U£ f -ui-t -ijcf r/j 





\spc 0 

1 ^5rrwS 


Now r, m „ e Harmon Sharp family 

--- stSii ?: Sf 1 

Silas Sharu a,-a Wa,i born on both o-id ~ en °y grand- 

Somuel C iofi d a few y ea rs before T w ! S ° f the house. 
»ny of £ 5 !; ' tWi « circuit Ji^f b,,r " dtd 

odd one But I got to 1 «<*»•» nee 

Bcr.—f h f"' , ‘eX r ’ 0 J t, ! r ’ »«ter or alffil*! Sfandmothero 

history i n t>ei^ •'' nd dnd Sharp were i the X called 

toll un. E„ t T 1 : " lM = «»d or cou^e oee ,ln£ ‘ heJ *'<"■ 
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uncle 


that were killed during the 
Wr^efn , 




r ,*~ 


'' 'l^evl^ 


^'uW 


-ncu 11 xm uowu ana ran around the house to get j V'**^ . / 

m rnn intoa whole posse o^ Confederate soldiers -____ 

* surrender, along with Jalfe. Gifeon .not related B 1 1| 
m -I don't think, but may nave been grandfather i ' 

John Gibson. Anvwav mv prqnHfntk.. v> = a + ~ ^■ \Li. 


* < p. B ^Cht say here that 

w »rT Uncle was only fd/r^e^n years of age and 

P^tl^VyrV^ e w,s trying to get away from the raiders or Confederates 
* * n< * ho Vlnr ’ trying to get away up the back of t)ie house where 

’ my brother Si now lives and/dJd'TfCq.n Harris) or Jake 

•ji mmpns are thft Ah"* slWt and kTTl'Sd him. -'Near the 

came time that j^frff r^Was killed probably in the Droop’Ht. battle, or the 
skirmish over neSTMingo Flats. He served in the army, as I 
LrtltrP understand it. Hut my grandfather Sharp at the time that 

’ * d wns killed, hid in a goose nest when the Confederates 

made a raid through the* section and this fellow that shot at 
uncle and missed there, so my grandfather jumped out 

° that nest while the other fellow was trying to reload his 
Cun and knocked him down and ran around the house to get 

away from him »•*»" iuta| ~ -- - - ' - 

so he had to 

to Jim Gibson . v ¥ J_,_^ __ . oi | Uiawii;i . 

to Jake and John Gibson. Anyway my grandfather had to give ~ 

¥ * hS rJlX n M^i • them nnd they put handcuffs on him and NT 

/ on Jh^eGift6on. It took two fellows to guard them while 

e rest oi the7TT\ent on to make raids on the farmers, through 
6 section to get food and see who was hiding, and who the 

£Si e \r r V Bd f ° rth * Jake Gibeon could get his hand- 
n?f- U° , grandfather tried to persuade him to slip them 
off, knock the guard down and get his gun and shoot the 

shot^T £ Ut h V nS Sfraid tQ d ° that ' ind 3nywa y this fellow 
th!+ at . Jake as he was running and hissed'him so he found 
that Jake was going to get away from him so he threw his 

ton ff W £h an h?? n aft6r him and CaUcht up with him U P near the B N 

hinrA h w 21 nCar the Sharp graveyard. Jake Gibson ^ [ 1 itJUbiX 

happened to have somthing like a toy pistol"tl** ca it ( ’ 

vlndXi ? P r t : 1 and He j6rked that out of his pocket ^ 
back h jikf”rot 6t ' ,r ^ d shootiri S at him and the guard ran 
2an; bu #lffe^ ^ my ^ andfa ther was taken on to 

:r ved ‘r*- 0 ™ 
s.ri: s* n 2« f ~. r 

Eave the. their medicine and told therio^i" 11 h th °r that 
portion.of the allowanro _ . e«\ to give him double 

era tes decided thaHhey’w^e^ ^ C ° nfed " 

hundred had died so thev I E £ to die anyway several 

that were left., my gr^df^her h eXOh V i ** the prisoners 
n-took him Ao U* She io ~iT'" ed t0 be °"» of'‘he., 
a factor in Ms death. U, died Mth”so "" J ha,e be<! " 

a pendacitus some internal if * h somethln C similar to 

whet ay dad , Grandmother Ld uncL Humh b * en , i Ca !' Cer hUt fr °" 
been the ap endix thnt Kn * Hugh said it must have 

a f te^r t hat* happeWd^* tTs\ITi1 £ ^ t0 ° ^ 

now as regards to my ancestors J haVe to 5ay for 

rs, I may have .tore to say later. 


1 "ight R 3 y here th-»t I left out Amos and Porter Sharp. 

°»‘r there about . rick t it may have boon dor.conts of uncle 
•Ig&fy ohnr" nnd may have been brothers or cousins of Dave 

Bill Eliot Sharp - I don't know what the connections 
*re right there. But speaking about my my great- uncle 

jlarmon He wa. the most jo 1 ly person you would ever - 

wanttTwt. You could, he had a unique laugh Bnd I 
enjoyed hearing him talk. All of my uncles were great 
hunters nnd they hBd some t^les to tell ixpenences back 
in the wilds of W. Vq. 

groat uncle Hugh Sharp never did get mnrried. He some¬ 
how or mother didn't seem to have much affection for the 
°F'osite sex. Ho didn't like to be bossed around or told 
what to do or what not to do. He had hired different ones 
to do the housekeeping for him and had had different families 
to move in with him. He always could get along with the men 
folkd but the womenfolk didn't like his attitude or his 
node of taking care of hie tools and clothes etc. The fact 
that uncle Hugh would go out and stay all day and come in for 
dinner at ffiuxk o'clock in the evening for something to eat. 

Of course that didn't suit most of the people that stayed 

there. I can remember that Dang Jackson was one family that 

lived there and James-Jackson was anotherfamily that lived 

there the father Wil l_ Ja ckson and Charlie, Bernie and 

Lucy Jackson and they lived for a while and there were no 

heirc that lived there. At one time my uncle Wil l 

fl Q T*E R n and my aunt . Fann ie lived there a while and took care 

ofuntle Hugh. My dpd took it upon himself after Tolbert 

left to see that uncle Hugh had sombody to look after him, 

wash his clothes etc. Uncle Will moved back to Lobelia 

where he came from and then came along Noah Ayres ? and his 

son, adopted son I belive about my are , cSTTedCecil. ’ \ 

And then after so long a time^lkxf,7 V th.e one that married 

Merle Gibson and then her signe r _Ey a who married Luthfl r 

Mace moved in for a while to take care of uncle Hugh. But 

at one time Virgie.( end ofTape 2 ) 


ou w^uld ev< 
ugh and I 
were great 
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^ Vjrfcfe' Gib non stayed and kept house for a while but not 
veryr’Tng .~~ And Uncle T-^vlor Kartsev and his son Junior 
and I stayed there with -uncle Hugh 'S summer, Junior was 
about my age. Later dad hired Rachel Showalter and son 
Ba rne^y , a year older than I wns7'~C3 help take care of 
"'uTrtfle Hugh and so the farmwork. Mr. and Mrs. Uhowalter 
were easy to get a long aith and uncle Hugh liked her. 

-4 jot cr ^ajd Junio r an_d maybe PauL and-Si_st ayed stayed with 
Uncle Hugh one winter and did the cooking for uncle - Hugh 
and taking care of him while dad and I batched overaat 
the old homo place to take care of the feed nnd the live¬ 
stock, the store and the post office. Of course, I think 
perhaps 1 ’onry ",Inver w-.- taking care of the livestock 
feedln over at uncle Hugh's. My experience in cooking 
U> put or. a pot of kidney beans, about a pint to cook 
*m6L they swelling and lopt swelling gnd I had every 

tfot or. tb<- place full of beans. 






(side three- c -ntinued) 


w ’e had beans coming out our eirn for shout a w ek or mors. 

Mother would keep us in bread as well as a lot of other 
things that we were up to cooking. Uncle Hugh won liked by 
everybody. One time he had some pet white tailed deer. 

One special deer, named Nannie , got to be quite mean and one _ 

time my dad and aunt Ellie Gibso n, not yet grown, up a 
cherry stump and they had “to “holler for help so they could 
Get home. Uncle Hugh was quite a wild bee hunter. Seldom 
ever would cut a tree. As he had fifty to a hundred stands 
of bees of his own. He would hid his money and valuables 
in a beehive as most people were afraid of beea - and some¬ 
time elsewhere. One money box we never did find after he 
died But after he missed some money before this he had 
dad take care of mo6t of his valuables and sent the money 
to the bank. He lived to be seventy-six years Md before he 
died and he died in about 1923, so I knew him for 23 years. 

Of course for the first few years of fl»y life I didn't know 
one oerson from another but he was and I liked to hear him 
talk and he had a lot of bear stories and hunting stones 
to tell. I wr, • at his bedside when he died and he told 
me the good Lord had saved him a feW weeks beforfc and. he 
was ready to go. I was over in the cornfield across the 
creek and he called for me and I came, and I was at his 
bedside when he died. He was buried in the Sharp cemetery. 
Alarge granite marker wnc erected at his grave site. 

Another thing about uncle Hugh- Cm tain Mundv was a great - 

friend of his '.nd made a lot o*" p atent bee hives for him. 
some that he could tnke the l id off and watch the bees work . 
Some of these are in my possession now and I've made them 
over to take care of sections and the new type of selling 
the honey. Captain Mundy and uncle Hugh had go.tten a lagge 
land grant fror^fche king of England of 50,000 acres more or 
less in FocdTtontas, V.'ebster and Randolph counties Of tilt 
state of Virginia. It may have been the Pennell survey o» 
part of t e land that Lawyer Reger of Elkins wanted my dad 
to bring suit for the title of the land and give him part 
of the land if they won the lawouit. The survey appears to 
have been made according to papers of uncle Hugh's. The 
grant was stolen before the survey was put on record at least 
by the Virginia Court. They were applying for a copy to 
reinstate or get on record, but co far as I know it never 
was carried out unless this Hr. Reger dug it up in his 
land search for he was a real estate lawyer. My dad told 
Mr. Reger the lawyer that all'the people in t e country would 
be mad at him for taking in t cir property. But Heger said 
they could hold the improved property that they owned but no t 
the wild country that hadn't been developed back on the 
mountain probably on Gauley, Buzzard , Middle and probably 
some of Point mountain. Dad could hold what some people call 
snuottera ri.-hts to obtain legal title to the property,, if 
fact^ some Mg companies had Bernard Hamrick to build a camp 
back there on Gauley mountain and alno a cousin of ours, {job 
jtoae was also paid so much a month for ten or more years to 

property. So some of these big lumber comppnies got 
the timberland and timber for practically nothihg. 



three - continued) 

®*tting beck to uncle Barmin Sharp. He wae the mont 
9,<in 1 think I ever met. Re~was alwayc laughing 
nd had a very nice family. He liked to hunt, and qufl>£_out 
and tell of his ex eriences of his. Thnt about takes 

Car » of my uncles. I'll cet down to my grandfather later. 

1 “light say I have been having trouble with this tnpe record 
er erasing part of the material that I would like to record. 

T repeat some and have left out some that should be 
mentioned. Speaking about the ancestors over around Onoto 
w e were related to Joe Sha rp down at H ill P oint through 
what source I'm not 3 ure" perhaps uncle Henry Sharp. Jog 
Sharp had a son named for my father Luther David Sharp but 
since they have since died or moved away, but anyway my dad 
and I were at their auction sale when they broke up house¬ 
keeping. There was another Sharp over in trat section over 
abo t Clover Lick. I don't know of any real connection be¬ 
tween them or the other Sharp's that I've mentioned . Just 
recently a few months ago I saw an ad in the Pocahontas Times 
saying that there was an Ivan Sharp at Cass that had some 
pigs for sale - now what source they came from I'm not sure. 
There was some other Sharps: John and Ern and some of those 
that may have been from Bill Eliott Sharps people. There 
seem to have b»en two sets "of^Bharps in Pocahontas County. 

Two sets of lib so ns t'^at weren't relation on the Elk section 
and l_wo differen t sections of the Hannah 1 s that do not seem 
to be related. In some cases had married into the same 
name. We are related quite a bit to roost of the people 
around Dilley'c Kill through grandmoth er Rachel Dilley Shar p 
Sftewac a Dilley and I've heard my uncle" Hugh speak of 
'gr<ndpappy Dilley.' I mentioned also some property that 
I have that he once owned. We are related to the SharpB 
around Frost and that section, the Dilley's perhaps sjver^l 
others perhaps the Gibson's over in t at section and so 
then on ray grandmother Hannah's side of the house my great 
grandmot er Hessie and H enry Hannah. They had a son ^ Henr y 
Hannah who was a brpther^oT my grandmother Sharp. I'm 
pretty sure they had another broth'er^oF^son and two or more 
daughters. One was #unt Malindy (Rose) Harried to John Rose. 
They were the father and mother of Bob Ro se. were related 
to the Zickafoosfi 's in some manner Whether my great-great 
grandmothe?—Sharp wae a Zicafooce or whether the later 
descendants ‘married a Zickafoose I'm not sure but anyway 
there was one of them that lived over about Buckhannon 
during the twenties.that was distantly related to us. 

I^ve he--rd my dad speak of so many different ones in the 
community cround there like LD ? Curry an r Poague, Cook 
and place down around Elk rive r still go by that' nafirer^nd 
speaking about the Lnndfrfand - of Captain Mundy and Uncle 
Hugh's of that vast acreage. The West Virginia History in 
three ^volum e s^ me ntions aboutsome trouble the clerk of 
L^cnh3ntas^'EouTty was having in trying to keep the records 
se cret_fr om tho Confadorn te invader s. They hid the records 



(tap* thr»«- continued) 


« while in a buckwheat otnck, a while in a Methodiot 
church, a while in two or three different HomelT. When 
*he war wia over and things settled down one of those 
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Mundy, his grant and al'.o :np great-great grandfather Sharp's 
Crant from the‘King of England fon property. Of couroe 
ihereig^n.' wuy of tollin' what happened to that but I the 
Papers that Uncle Hugh nnd'Captain Mundy filed with the I 
suppose t o Supreme Court at Richmond Virginia to try to 
•stablioh the grant or get it on record again, but I have 
no information ns to whether it was accomplished or not. 
Anyway we never paid any token or it and my dad owned some 
coal land back on Gauley and he deeded it over to 0tj6_ 

Gibson and he may still own those coal or mineral rights. In 
some cases those old people back t' ere were smart enough 
to reserve the mineral rights. We were sure there were 
minerals in t! ere but in later years I c an remember myself 
that the old z hmr, ton-I arkersburg roa d was being repaired, 
they had to use dynamite and pick and shovels and plows 
and manpower and horse power to repair the road. They put 
off a blast at t e forks of the road there at the Slatyfork 
post office and within a few hundred feet of a geologi c 
marker in a limestone ledge that produced quite a stream 
or quite a bit of juJ. ran out of t is sand rock and so the 
folkd working on the road got excited and ran over to where 
the old store was and told usabout it. Dad and I closed up 
the store and took a crowbar, pick and we gouged down around 
in that old sandstone and the thing tore loose again and the 
oil in t e sandstone ran out into the water. Foolish like 
I ^struck a match to it and itflashed right across the water. 
I didn't know anything about gas and I reckon' 'I could have 
blowed the whode place up around there. But he talked to 
the geologist after that and he said that may have been 
forced up from several thousand feet and sandrock had so 
many envaties and ho)low places within that it was very 
su^septable to absorbing gas and the chances is if you go 
back to that flat there and sink a well and go deep enough 
that we would strike gas in that country. The thing that 
I don't understand that it is limestone country and there 
Is about ns much water that runs underground that rune on 
t e top of the ground and only when there is a flood or 


heavy rains that they have water on Big Spring of Elk. The 
way it got its name is that t e water would run for maybe a 
mile or two and then it would go underground, so it would be 
dry for a mile or two and then come out again and t.ero woul d 
be water for a few hundred feet or a mile. Of course we 
Don't know what all is back in those caverns. I know that 
one pl-ce on my farm about an eight of an acre dropped out 
of sight just the treetops. Then of course the sink holes 
throurh there in different places. You take up around next 
to Showshoe, the Rhea place the Vandevend^r place for about 
a half a mile there is one sinkhole riphtafter another 6ome 
two hundred ynrdc nr.art- almost in a straight line. They've 
filled u and theaee no openings except there is one place 
on t)e Vandevender place where you could drop a rock and 
time it nnd it takes almost a minutb of falling before it 
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hits bottom -sounds like it hits class or fossils or some- 
thing thats down in that cave then it bounces off that into 
®ud and it roes 'kerchug'. Those are mysterious things 
there., Then too, at the water fountain near Blatyfork 
the Hugh Sharp cave, as far ns I know there has never been 
anybody to the .end of that cave. They'be been in for two or 
three days searching but there are some big rooms in there 
a nd t en a place to crQpel through and othere places where 
there is a river about waist deep. The serchers use carbide 
lamps and twine to find their way. 

When the built the railroad in t at section, the blasting 
caused a lot of the limestone to fall in and now it is 
too difficult to get into this cave. You could clear it 
away and probable have enough room to- drive a car into it. 

That country is noted for caverns and high waters and stream 
beds with no water at all. You cross over the mountain to 
Dry Branch and for several miies there is no water for miles 
except when it rains. Thbse are some of the conditions that 
exist up in that country. Big oil companies at one time 
leased the lnnd for oil. They had a lease of what was called 
the Rhea Place for ten years but then they cancelled it with 
in seven years. They decided if the government was not going 
to back them up on this deep well drilling they would just 
drop out on it. Of course that's got us in part of the trouble 
we're in now in t c lack of fuel. 



Nov sntV'inr rjhout the relatives on t e Hannah side, my 
great grandfather Henry er David Hannah was very religious 
and he wouldn't allow any work to be done on Sunday. He 
h->d some brothers I'm pretty sure because just above Frank 
Hannah' s - Snm Hannah 's it used to be on the Billy Mace place 
the corner there wnc a building a log house that bunnt down 
and this in where this boy li ved tKaT~ diecl aw ay and came 
to again anti the connections' there I'm not too sure ubout. 

Aunt Leah Hannah she married a nother Hannah or just how it was 
but Aunt Leah wTs mother to Josie Lewis and Ednn Foster and 
J J anl and Silas Hannah of Hinton. Of course Josie Lewis is 
in "Runtington W. Va. And of course we are related to that 
bunch of Hannah's and we are related to Bowd (?) Hannah and 
Silas Hannah. 


(END OF TAPE T!T?EE) 
(BEGINNING OF TAPE FOUR) 


I ran out of tape on that side. 1 don't know knhether I 
stated that my aunt Ella olarried-Hob Gibson a brother 
of little Jim Gibson and they had several children, Otis, 
Allie, Florence and Willie and Ona Gibson. Aunt Malinda 
married Ellis Hannah. They had a few children; Eva married 
C.orlie Beale, Russell married nndther Hannah and a sister 
of Ira o# over around Marlinton no relation; Lena -marrieri 
Floyd Baxter over around Warick and Veo marrieda Dumire. 
l^no Baxter had one con; Veo and his wife had come - d^uBhters 
an some sons..two sons died with concer at a rather earlyage. 





(TAPE FOUR- CONTINUED) 




Getting bnck to my father. He married a preacher's 
,\ daughter (Rev. .Samuel C. Morgan on the Edray charge- — 

•;» the Va. conference later transferred to 
the "ohioConferencn and now a port of the W. Va. conference. 

It 1 shard toAtrace those things because of the different 
conferences they change to. If I remember right I have in 
my possession the minutes of the Virginia conference with 
my grandfather’s name in it. Uncle Wallace Sutton on my 
wife's side of t v e house was a minister of the Gospel, he 
married my wife's mother's sister. He gave us some in¬ 
formation I didn't write down any points to try to keep 
things together. 

Anyway we are related to a lot of people indirectly and 1 
have noway or have not taken t o time to do any research 
about them. Anyway getting to my father's family. My 
sister Ada was married twice which I think I mentioned a 
while a go. Her first husband was a Johnson and they had 
a son Donald who stayed with us sever-1 years maybe through 
high school. He went west to Oregon and is real active in 
church work out there from what I can understand. He 

belongs to the Army Reserve was a chef in the army. Then _ 

there is Helen Johnson who married Eugene Hannah, son of 
Lee Hannah. As far as I know we were not related to 
the George L. Hanna h other than George p arried uncle 
. ^ Harmon's daughte r. Of course there was Sheldon. Hannah 
vf*/' and Bryson Hannah I've heard my dad mention quite a few 
times. He liked to sing and I think maybe he and my dad 
held a singing school and old man Ware liked to sing. So 
Bryson Hannah and there weren't too many it that set of 
hannah's who were very regular in church attendance. Hugh 
Hannah's family were very active in church work. There were 
several of those Hannah's who were school teachers. • 


Bessie, Mary and the one that married the Woodell. Of 
course Marvin remained on ti'e farm and his 6on, I think 
helped my brother Dave out in Cincinnatti in the jewelry 
business, repairing'~wa'Efefres and things of that sort. 

That takes care of most of the history there. Of course 
there were a lot of people who used to live in that 
country there that like Vanderbritts and Slankers a d 
Varners- Gam Varner and his brother and Dave Varner who 


used to live about the Sam Galford property and moved to 
Cass. Alot of people sold out and moved elsewhere. 

The property the Kyle Hannah lives in (Russell Hannah) 

My dad bought two rarris there from the Vanderbritts (?) 
and uncle EIliB Hanna h wanted dad to buy those farms 
for him and seems as if he wonted to buy them and Vanderbritt 
wouldn't sell them to^llis for some reason or another and 
when it come to a showdown^)hen dad told him he wanted the 
deed^rr.aHe out to uncle \EHis Hannah , he wns about to back 
out on it but finally went ahend and signed the deed t but 
in that agreement with uncle Ellis Hnrnah we Sharp's were 
supposed to have fishing privaleg es up and down the farm 
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OF THE BIG Spring of Elk that didn't eo dry. It woa good 
fishing territory but f.ey didn't seem to like too much for 
u = to take that privilege after dad had Russpll and Ellis 
®nd some of them to witness a deed Uncle Hugh Sh->rp had 
"’ade to my dad for some property. They seemed to have felt 
that they should have a port in it. Maybo they should 
have but they didn't do anything to take care of uncle Hugh 
and you might say that part of therecord there that I war. 
giving and the tape didn't pick up was....My mother stayed 
over at the now home and cooked for uncle Hug h -M h llfi gave 
was small. ^iand P n"' t.n schqo). from, over there and 

that's when DacTand I "batched over at the old home place. 

We had the Post offico and the store. One of us stayed in 
tie store while the other chores. One time dad sent me up 
to put on some beans and I didn't know about how many to put 
on. I th-mght a pint of red kidney beans wouldn't be too 
much . I put them ■* n a pot and they kept swelling and kept 
swelling and for long I had every pot in the place full of 
beans. We had to send some over to mother and that is one 
lesson I learned about cooking. It'B a good thing we cooked 
then before eating or we wouldn't be around... My mother 
took care of uncle Hugh that one winter. Dad hired.Rachel 
£howalter and Barney to come and do the cooking and help on 
the farm . Barney was one yeqr older than I was. He was e 
on the fabm for a number of year. Th^a Mix boy that I could \ o\j 
not remember his name was Cameron' Mixw I think he was a twi 
to another Mix. Of course aunt EvS - was there for a while 
but as I stated uncle Hugh couldn't get along well with the 
women folks bossing him around , but he could with the men 
folks. Uncle Hugh was likedby all over the county. People 
called him uncle Hugh whether they were any relation or not. 

He had a lot of bear stories he liked to tell. One story 
that Captain or somebody told on him. When he was a boy 
ho saw a hear and it started towards him and he took to 
runnTng down over the hill about a half a mile and he crawled 
in a hollow log so the bear wouldn’t see him. After uncle 
Hugh got n little older he knew that a bear did a little 
more trailiig by smell than by sight, he always said the way 
to get away from o bear if he attacked you it was best to climb 
a small tree for it was hard for a bear to reach apound to 
climb up seems as if that had happened a feww tirae6 in those 
days. Somebody would pick up a cub bear and th e old she 
bear would happen to be around there was a fight on their hands 
right then and there. Most of teSharps always enjoyed hunting 
and wild life. 



Let's see I think we came dewn to part of my dad's family. 
Ada being the oldest graduated from West Virgi nia Wesleya n 
T,o riege and wont on to Argulia (spelling) up in iMaaa ; 

She tcok a course in eloCUllOfl "and was very talented along 
that line and was very entertaining. After a few years she 
tauptit school at Slatyfor k. Then married Will Curtain of 
Baltimore. To that union w"s born, Billj Curtain who was in 
World War 11 and v: in r 1 ! 
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'P I>fE H'IN DRIVES* IN Africa Sicily a d Italy and the 
front it Argonne and he came out alive but wmb n very nervous 
type of n m after that. Another boy, ptnnley hocame a 
school teacher and he and hie wire wore both Bchool tenchero . 
There was .. daughter Clanmarried Bill Koene and prohably 
still is there in Baltimore. They coma out occaoionally to 
Slatyfork to do a little hunting and so forth. 


My dad at one time owned seven of the best houses in 
C% apbel 1 town . When the Campbell Lumber co. went out of 
business dad heqrd about it nnd went over to Yeager who 
had charge of tl e sale of property. Dad bought the three 
houses on the hill used by the officials of the company and 
I think three or four houses over in town. He gave each one 
of us children a house. Of course Ada and Violet sold their 
houses and after so long a time Junior sold his, a few years 
ago my brother Si sold his house. Dad, during the depression 
sold one house to Woodell (he owned property around the hollow 
he wanted to trade for but dad sold him this property..So I'a 
t e only one that owns any property there in Cqppbelltown as 
of now. That' the middle house , lot two on plot three and 
so dad did quite a lot of investing. He lost in a lot of 
investments...coal mining, gold mining things of that sort. 

He invested inVegleyCoal company and Yeager bought a lot of 
coal land in Kentucky, Ed Williarafc+-8r J im price was c onnected 
with it so dnd bought some stock in it and I bought some. But 
> Dad's stock wa6 guaranteed'by the International Stock Food*(?) 
Co. He got most of hin money back. Trouble is the coal 
company left t 1 e property to be sold for taxes and either 
Yeager or Price or some of the folKs who are lawyers found 
a chance to make some money at it, whether they hung onto it 
or not or whether they lost their money. One time I invested 
in Qa n la t c h^ J^Lq ctr i c Railroad the first electric railroad 
train in this country that ran from Minneapolis to St. Paul. 

I invested 5130.00 in it for I thought it would eventually 
take over nnd be used In place of steam engines. Different 
ones who rode on it claimed it was wonderful and I guess it 
was alright but there is always somebody that knows how to 
buy out the controlling interest. I sIbo invested in Racer 


Bj.sc Wheel and Rubber company which built an automobile wheel 
thatv/as punclure_proof. It. had.a solid rubber tire about 
and inch nnd o half ffhiok on a rim and the rim fit down inside 
two discs and the innertube was the hub of the wheel and you 
rode on air yet there was no way to punoture the innertube. 

The only thing that could happen would be through friction. 

I happened to ride in a demonstrator car that had those wheels 
on. I happened to have two hundred and fifty dollars and I 
invested in that Disc compnay. Dr. Hutchison and oeveral 
prominant men of Richmond were officials of it nnd this racer 
held fifty-one percent interest in the compnay and he went out 
to Cleveland or some .here and he sold out the controlling 
interest to one of those tire companies and they knew that 
wouldn t do to have one tire that would Inst n lifetime of a 
no»o°»™™7 r!! uwa ru ' ft °" th ' ">°>-k.t and they did 

an innlTh L “°'” e ° f d ° P ” that *°“ could P“‘ in8ld * 

an innnrtub. that would fill up any 
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small tack holes but nevcithe lens 1 never did get very 
^ t,r inventing for financial bonofita. I have enjoyed 
^arming and had n gasoline busineaa-American Gas nndhandled 
■*utomobile supplies in t> e twenties and of course I Bold 
°ut and turned my part over to dad and outside of the 

Psrts etc. still have some racks etc that I had tires on. At one time 
®°®e robbers broke a window out and stole about three or four 
hundred dollars worth of tires, all that they could put in 
their car. We traced them, they went to Kentucky. The 
Policeman at that time wasn't too anxious to follow up like 
the deal that we have today with the detective, so many of 
t em of different kinds that they probably would have caught 
UP with them. 

°n the relati ves on the Hannrh side, we have Forreat Hannah, 

William Hannah and Carrie Hannah lived at Valley Head. They 
were some of our realtiona, they were cousins. They called 
my dad 'cousin'. Carries's mother must have married a 
Hannah, anyway she wasn't married and yet she carried the H 
Hannah name. I don't know whether they are related to Leah 
Hannah that bunch of Hannah's or not but t here were twq 
D*yid Jjanna h'a . One on ourside was very religious and one on 
the other side didn't take much interest in church work but 
was more interested in land deals, and things of that 6ort. 

The two sets of Gibson's, on Elk. I t hink Jim Gib son and 
Bob Gibson and I think they had a brother^Cam whl» went out 
west and nev**r did come back so maybe we have come relatives 
out there. There were a lot of those Gibson boys. 

There were Sheltons and Jackson's. 


( S-b OF TAPE FOUR) 
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Continuation of the Ghnrp History — I keep running out of tape. 

An I said I didn't have any points set down in order to keep 
the records together as they should be. Speaking of mydnd 
y l would llke to Bfj y that he Started out in the mercantile 
business when he was twelve years old. He bor rowed thir ty 
dollars from uncle Henry Hannah to buy th ree c i lvec at ten 
do lars a piece off of some Hannah. They had plenty of feed 
to winter them and dad wintered those calves and sold them 
the next fall for maybe twenty or twenty-five dollars profit 
on has services for feeding the calves. He rrobnblFcoT-TVTee 
as much for them the next fall when he sold them. Go he went 

Ah Cellin ^ them nnd mide some money that way. 

About tint time the^C hecry Lumber compn.-.y built a tram road /j 

*ho7^r t?3Tly enf s that wore pulled hy /£- -- 

^ hn ?v. t0 lny a V - od - n floo r and a track out of 

V-Trrj! U ^ f , f n r 1 t0 r “" oTITI order to haul the 

the^T^'ld ^ ^^^i^TTyfork and in that cction there 1 
Winw tIrfr 'j S rjrny . nountain and it was 

h r, okand thinrr * ^Tad to load them on with cane Cft^T 

or% yLi. R ° f thnt “ rt th °* "-»•* have any hnUTtc 
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( 'ny hoists to get thorn on t o truck). Tha mlllo above 
the old mcudow nt tho old horn* place ut Olntylork. Th* 

P«rtn of tho mill wore thoro up into tho twonti*o. Wo 
■old port of it no junk to a junk doolor at Clarksburg. 

H e wasn't t ere with them to hob what they got- they wor* 
not sup >ocod to take tt r> blocku - tho earring® blocku but 
they disappeared too. While they were cutting tho cherry 
timber all over (Slaty fork mountain and Buzzard mountain the 
ion that were doTng TTnriTsWrt-of thing inoiated on my dad 
Putting' in a lit tleutoro thor o in the lumber room. Ho got 
oome rough lumber at tho saw mill and put up a warehouse or 
lumber room,'course lator on t^ ey built a store. They 
bought t obacco and t ingo of that sort and got started into 
the mercantile business that way. It enthused him very much 
when ho was making some money. He raised food on tha farm 
to live off of and the stuff that he bought and aold he 
considered that hia. The funny part of it was in a way, 
he never once thought of asking unc],e Henry Hannah how^ muqh 
intercKt. he charged on the thirty dolla rs ha borrowed and ha 
just thanked him and of course T>ack at that time was probably 
about four per cent but four per cent waa worth aa much aa 
sight per cent now. But anyway that gave dad a start in the 
mercantile business and he buiJJ^-m store and ordered goods 
from Baltimore and different wholaalers. The tobacco he 
ordered in drop shipments and he got it leas than wholesala 
prices because of the quantity he bought not only bought 
furs andsold but bought b&sjf hides and bear hides and even 
wild animals such as pheasan ts and squirrels and back at that 
time you could sell them. They brought a big price, the Jewo 
at that season of the year would pay top prices for them. 

Dad started buying wool and selling it to different companies 
that he wrote to ahd got prices and sometimes he would spend 
a half day with the wool buyer trying to close out the deal.. 
The./ brought wool from Randolph county and Webster county 
and Pocahontas into dad's store and so we had to une this old 
warehouse to put t e wool in and the barn and shed and he 
had to haul the wool to Marl inton to load in box cars toship 
it 6way. Usually Jim u ibsorT'tKe" Varner's - Marry and Sam 
Varner, the Sheltons and thooe people up there had a lot of 
horses and wago ns withthe big rac ks on them to haul hayetc. 
so they could hauT"pretty big loads of wool. They ahul it 
in ond load it at Marlinton to ship it to Baltimore, 
Philadelphia and those places lo dad made some money on 
buying and oel 1l ng wool. And ho also bought g^nr.wng and 
and qfnBeng was a plant the republic of Chinm 

bought the most of it for medical purposes ond some for good 
luck.. The roots of the gpnonng when shaped like a man that 
brought 'i remium price for that meant pood luck and ao he 
made come money off celling ginnen" the wild roots. There is 
a lot of sport in diggin-* wild genseng, I tried it myself a 
time .or two with oom* other folks In a roiny time when we 
fr£ei^/go“ge8s«fn$i 8g.ft r,ythin C nnd ooe would oayto another* 
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■“'(I | 7 **t our gensorq hoof) nul nut wo'D 00 A .’I * PIG GINSENG. 

•W, d *cl p roM.ocrod in the mercantile bur.inoss and built up 
■' ,’JOii iionmt trade mil no I nnirt people came from Rnndolph, 
■uhf.trr ind locnhnntnn county in to noil thoir wool nnd 
b uy their flour - dod oven had n grint .m ill. At one time it 
helonccd to Hry.-.m- ilrifl'e n tnd he yot so ho wasn't able to 
rur. the mill so Dnd bought tho mill nnd rot uncle Sam 
*1* bi on to run it until tlie shaft or somethin;; tore up, so 
Did had s new mill put in nnd hid the Elhon's C?) from Webnter 
•>prin'-;j they were car ente rs and had the mill designed and 
th y hn il l t. 1 e .drift 7ju' of wood. Dnd ordered French hurra 
from France to rririd the corn meal nnd even corncobs for oil 
to f.-ed the livestock. Tut the the corn monl win edible. 

nlno out in 'volts' (?) where they could sift the whent 
flour. The flour was more or less dark, it didn't have all 
the vitamins taken out of it and if you wonted to stick your 
tooth into a jood biscuit with cow butter on it why, there's 
nothin' better than the broad made from the flour of the 
French burrs. This mill was run hy w ater po wer, the water 
went on t' e in.ide of the drivewhoel instead of the overshot 
mill like my father-in law h;uT Up TiT ArblSvale. * ”* 

I!o had ;i mill up there, an overshot type of mill, that 
had buokete in and when they filled up the mill wheel moved* 
This n<w tyoc of ill nnd ro forth, when it started up would 
shako the whole building md you'd t ink it was going to 
tumbl down*, it hud o iuch power about it. Anyway after 
so 1 on. *i time the business 301 sort of slack along line and 
we'd or.ly grind maybe once a week nnd would hnveunclc 5am 
Gibson grind one week ur.d rmybe Dad the next. V/e had to 
build a mill dan and n shoot for the water to run into.this •• 
wheel that furnished tho power. 

And of course, my father 'cat into the general mercantile 
of ">11 types, rcaiy mndu clothing, piece goods and Groceries 
nnd h-.rdwnre and anything you might need on the farm. Just 
mention it nd he usually either had it or 30 t it for you. 

~url also liked to sing, He always maintained a pretty good 
choir it the church an developed a singing group that he 
would take to other churchc; to sing during revival meetings. 
,'.ven tl e t v/e con a plaque or a medal for being 

the hj^st choir in" fHc county. Speaking about investments- I 
hud 'J250.CI? in the Pocahontas County Fair and it was like 
some of those other businesses. It was sold for taxes so 
T vr r 5250.00 there but I enjoyed the fair. I took my 
first rjj je_with a man hy the na me of Scot t. He 

w.c hauling rider;, t the fair. My brother, Dave and I, 
my dad cuid, "Do you all wont to go ^p? T^ ^7^^aTd7~ ^; Tea. ,, 
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didn't know it, but the pilot wac one of these fellows 
*ho nipped the bottle a litt]e bit and he told dad as wo 
' t:irted to lfivc the graund, "I'm conn- 1 give them a real 
Cood ride. I'll ploy some stunts with them." 'dell, he 
<11(1, j>t» went up there usd made a loop the loop once or 
twice uid it seemed like we were just gonnn C° throuch the 
floorboard ns we came back down and as we went up we didn't 
know whether wc were gonna stick on the upper side or not. 
Course we were strapped in, but we enjoyed that ride and it 
a small plane. Wc landed safely. 

Most of the rest of the family and my wife especially have 
' riden a jet plane. She went to Chicago, I believe when 
Brian wuc born. She enjoyed the ride on the plane, it 
was comfortable even though she was aorta scared to start 
out. 

further, in regard to my dad, he was like my great uncle 
Hugh Sharp; he had a lotta bees. Dad studied scientific 
methods of taking care of bees. He advertised the basswood 
or white lynn honey throughout the state and built up a 
reputation of being the best flavored honey ever produced 
in the state of West Virginia. In a few years time the 
state decided the bee business was growing to such an 
extent that they needed to have some overseers and in¬ 
spectors to try to take care that they wouldn't get 
disease and the people wouldn't have to get out of the 
bee business. So they came to see my dad to be one of 
the bee inspect ors. Mp. Masse y from Wheeling, W. Va. 
was to lie chairman of the’liee’ inspectors, 60 dad had to 
spend quite a bit of time during the summer months in¬ 
specting bees. If they found foul brood either European 
or the regular foul brood, the instruction then was to 
destroy the hive and the bees. The honey was supposed 
to have been edible and no harm in eating the honey. 

'./hat they were trying to prevent was the spread of the foul 
brood and they are still trying to do the same t»ing 
today. We found out from experience that if you kept 
the bees watered, the bees like to have water for the young 
bees, and you put salt in the water and sometimes salt 
around the hives it seemed to protect them to a certain 
extent from taking foul brood. Of course there is a 
difference in thebreed of bees. The . Itali an bees were 
as mean as they ever get, about like yellow jackets. They 
were good housekeepers and would keep the weevils and 
worms cleaned out where a black bee would just accept them 
as part of the family and let them go ahead and destroy the 
brood and eat up the beehive. That's still true today. 

My dad was always active in church work. He was layleader 
■lass leader of the church. He and Brice Griffin and 
uncle Siy m Gib son and Sam ^ Ha nnah. my self - and two or three 

in^bhe w?nter b fime e numher thnt wotrld be at prayer meeting 
* when the snow was deep. When it was 
pretty a lot of folks would come out to prayer meeting 
back then th'>t wouldn't have time or think nbout it today. 
They would rather stay home and watch television. 
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NOV, of coum wo mentioned about Adn’n ooro-r. Violet 
®«rr ie*l Kufue Niirkland who finally becnm.i v t n«-prm. t dan t 
or aaaiatant vice-rreoident of the C. and 0 railroad. That'* 

* 1' 'at t ion that cousin flaw ■■'hon ker, ' n ' *"»’ r **' r "‘*’ 

reader, finally ,tto x n .A~T^ My brother-in-law Kufua 

died with honrt trouble .tewornl yearn aj*o. My r.»nter 
lived by hcruelf for a number of yearn and finally decided 
to oell out and go to tho Methodiat Hermitage. She had to 
Pay, 1 beliov«r, ten thounnnd dollarn Invent in tho tlorintl >i;e 
plus about on hundred and uoventy-five dollira a month fur 
room and hoard for .a long <•« /ho liven. Of courne, nho r.ot 
all of the needed nursing tioilitier If nhe had to go into 
the hoanital, th<*y have hospital nervicen on tho third floor. 

All nhe had to do io nick U|> the telephone and call tho nuroe 
nnd she would he there in u minute nr two if nhe were -.ick 
or needed help, She wno very much eatlafied with thin nnrt 
Of n set-up. She could ntill keep her own car and mmo nnd 
CO un she nlennod. Thnt’o rine, wo thought we had nomething 
oimllnr to that hero in Wont Virginia and when wo voted on 
it at the Met odist conference, wo thought it wan for tho 
ministers of the gonpelu, retirod and tho laymen, rot.lred 
and didn't have < home to go to. They could live in thin 
Methodist Hermitage or place nnd live and V.n practically froo. 

'Course that wan before social security nnd thot nort of 
thine enme into efroct, hut today if you own property, you 
hove to dispose oT it and turn it over to thorn and pay the* 
rrohohly two hundred dollars a month Tor mom and board, 
something on the came order of what my /.inter hen in Rich¬ 
mond, V'.. 'he inspected three different places, nhe check¬ 
ed in Cincinnotti and Vf.Vn. and Richmond. Violet married 
n mighty pood man, they seldom come any bettor. Their t»on, 
ntarted out to ntudy to he a doctor, ho finally oddod up 
working for .an electrical com; any. He is working for 
M.agnavox now an nort of a ci los manager and of courno, hln 
wife toacheu nchool at timne and they had two children, Ann 
.nd .John. Ann married a /hit a pointer contractor who work a / g HK 
for hie dad nnd he's n ni"co Tallow. They nil ooom to he doing 
pretty well. 

Nov/ my sister, jNrepla , died in tho flu opldomir during the firat (/f* 
world' v/.ar when :.).<• vs eighteen yearn old. Sl.e took nome- 
thing 1 io tonsillii ■/' or dipthnrio and they l/»ncod hur throot 
and nhe took bloo«l poisnritni . They didn’t have olreptomicen 
or ponecillnn or anything liko thqt to killit like they do to¬ 
day. She would probably be living today if they had thin kind 
of medical treatment. 

Ac for mynelf, I have ono girl and two hoyn. Ramona liven at 
Pnrkorrhurg. She went to school nt Morn/. Harvoy -»nd '>l».o went 
to school nt Marlinton High chool and Pocn High School. Ah* 
graduated nt Marietta College after nhe wan married and In now 
teaching music in several elementary nchooln. .'She goes from 
one school to another and nhe liken it real well in dealing 


with the children. They nnem to be no enthused over nonga that 
they ming and that wort. Tho oldent boy of Ramon, .nd Tom, 
Ramona married Tom Shipley n chemical engineer et the Dupont 
plant and did work at the Dupont plant et Belle, John grad¬ 
uated from school and he in now . clothing ntore manager In 
St. Louie. He married Cindy, I forget her father and mother'* 
n mo hut nhe in a real nice, quiet girl. They have a non, 
.Jeremy that would be my great grandaon. 
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Tomas Alan is still in school and he is taking what you /fl 
mi Rht the Hollywood type of training of being in plays 
and movies and singing. He has a wonderful voice and 
has won two or three scholorships on that. The younger 
b oy, David, he looks more like the Sharp's than the other 
two boys. He is at West Virginia University now. 

(END side five ) 
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where I LEFT OFF...I think I told the history of my 
daughter, Ramona. Then there comes Ralph and Evan. 

Ralph served a term in the army during the Korean War. 

He married Rogena Davis. They had four children of this 
union, Vickie, the oldest, Brian and Kathy and Diane. 

They bought a house, a fancy home in Albany Georgia. They 
been down, that was the second time..he had a job with 
Gravley Tractor company as an engineer and he was trans¬ 
ferred down there to manage the plant in Albany Georgia. 

The chance of promotion didn't appear too good and the 

suggestions that he made in regard to the company and 

the new motors that they were putting out and he decided 

that if they weren't going to pay any attention to his 

suggestions that he would look out for another job. He 

did, he went back to Chicago and while he was in Chicago 

he went to school and worked for a draftsman there in 

Chicago before he got t : is job with Giavley and the man 

he worked for there in Chicago hired him back ar.d he got 

a job for another com] any and Ralph worked for him for 

a few years in making this remote over televisionusing 

cassettes ir. the television in place of the current pro- 

gr ms so if you wanted to yon just slip in a cassette and 

listen to your own programs. Tt w-s getting along pretty 

good ■ r.r :e-• rs Roebuck was supposed to be distributors for 

it but Ralph told them that if they didn't sh-ke a leg a 

bit and put out more production and try to perfect some of 

the 'hugs' in the system It wasn't going to work. Ralph 

\nc right much to stand up for what he thought was right; 

so he quit there and went out to Fountain Valley in Calif. 

working for one of hie old bosses he used to work for there 

in Chicago, lie is vice-president or manager of production 

of this bearing plant where they make bearings for airplanes 

and motors of that sort and they have more orders than they 

can fill. .'hen he went out there he had to hunt for a place 

to live and when you .are so far up in the company you have 

to buy for prestigious sake and had to live in a fairly decent home 

so 1 think he overbought there in Fountain Valley..paid too 

much for this big house which is much bigger than they of course 

needed. /hen the prices of utilities and everything went up 

it made it quite difficult for Ralph to take care of the one 

family in Mb.any Georgia and he married a N^nrvDarby, a quiet 

type person and they have one son, Richard in Fountain Valley 

California. './e don't hear from them very often since they 

are that far away and I don't get to see them so very often . 

So far they are makin e good and the children, Bogena is 
raising are making good grades, one of them is going to school 
in Norfolk, Virginia and T think Brian wantj to go to Charlottes- 


/?* 
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Rrinn ntnrta college next yenr. He pot n scholarship. 

He went to the governor'a conference and made nrndee 
that justified t'nt aort of thine- 

Now, Evan went to school at Poca then to West Virginia 
•'tnte for one year. He couldn't get the subjects there thot 
he wanted to take for he wanted to be n foreoter. He went 
on to West Virginia University and practically worked his 
own way through school. We helped him out as we could, 
he graduated* During the summer months he worked with 
Mr. Dailey up in locahontos county, trapping turkeys, wild 
life-tugging them and trying them loose etc. He was at the 
camp over at Albon on Anthony'3 creek. Later on he got a 
job with the Virginia forestry division. They liked his 
work there mid they hired him full time when he graduated 
fron ".V.U. Mo wnu over in Rockinghum County out from 
Staunton for_a couple of years, bought a home and had to cell 
it when he got n promotion nnd wuc sent over to Madison in the 
eastern part of the state. He wac put in charge of a 
district of three counties, I don't know if 1 can name the 
counties; Midi-on was one arid two other adjoining counties. 
This year he has set out 500,000 troos, he and some high school 
boy so he h 'd to wor': long hours to do that. His wife, 
daughter of Mr. McCutcheon and the sister of Calvin McCutcheon 
n Ketho i r.t circuit, rider you might say - he preferred to 
preac 1 ’ to the country people and has a charge up around 
Webster Curings, Craigsville and that section and has won 
server:-1 plagues or medals for outstanding v/ork for serving 
the young people as well as e old people of his charge. 


That. ,.nrt of takes care of my family. 

I might say that my dad was. quite a worker in the church. 

Of course, B'.raonn, Ralph and ISvan all sang in church choirs 
?n well a l myself. I was in hopcG of raising a quartet of 
my ov/n but they soon married off and moved away and that 
didn't seem to work out vt y well. 


Some of the other things that T left out reganding the history 
of t'.e Sharp's. On my mother's side of the houco. She was 
a Morgan • r.d my grandmother was n Ramsey. My references mad e 
here to the Ramsey reunion history give the history of the 
Ramsey's: on my mothers side. They have a reunion at a place 
they built at Alvon near the Methodist church there especially 
for their reunion - a sheltor. My grandfather, the preacher, 
di^d before I <nr horn. I did know his brother, uncle Clone (?) 
his hrother, he married a sister of Mrs Hodges, I believe. Their 
daughter married -a Laudermilk. .7" delated to the the 5> amp son ' 
Hoona • r and tho '..'hungers and '..'arc's quite n number of folks 
around oncev-rte.. Sherwood, one of the Sherwood boys became 
n <r**c- er. Dqn erwood ws a rnilronder, he and his wife 
nnnt .'Jolly V/ure was grandmother iJdith Morgan's sister. 1 think 
one of her daughter's married a Boone.. Roy Boone, Rankin 
ar.d .Mumuel 3oone, V.'oldon und plith Poone of theBoone Family 
related to us. I think aunt oaTTyAnrPT.' are and my grandmother 
Morgan acted as midwives during the births of perha^s~my se ~ ir ~ 
and my brothers and sisters. Of course there were no doctor's 
cloDe * Pr^CamerBa, was over at Ma ce. L>r. Jim price and 



<SlnE SIX CONTINUED) 


1 mi ;ht say that Dr. Camero n of Mace owned one of the first 
steam in~ the~ state ofJ.J "- ,,e had OI } e that 

run by" uTS , used kerosene to heat up the boiler for 
steam he could make seven ty-fi ve, ei.-hty or ninely miles an 
hour with that thing. It looked a wh ole lot like a jeep. 

Our first automobile that wc owned was a Studebnkcr and I 
had to have cushions put behind me to reach the pedals to be 
able to r'riv,' it. -/hen I hou-ht the thin?; , Dud went over 
to town .inJ old m m burr l et dad dri ve t . hft U l arounj _town 
for i v »r>ut thirty minutes* and turned him loose to drive the 
thin- hom- cv r the w-.gnn ror.dn, dirt roads. That's the 
way i ,. : .rned to drive back in those day,. N'e didn't have 

to have license for a f.w years there 'til they cot some 
better roads nH there wouldhe some chnnce of speeding «nd 
bavin wrecks. If you wore <301 ng twenty or twenty-five miles 
and hour you were going at .a high speed over those roads. 

lack t the tir.e my wife and I were married, I had bought a 
t: • ; t >r automobile not. long before drove it to , 

Marlinton mi put it in n garage there y and fcode the train 
u to , ’asr. < ! nrd Genevieve's dad met us up there in his 
model "T" Ford and took us on over to the Orndorff home 
for the ni jht. .V* rot. married the next day about eleven 
o'clock. 'o were starting to Washington D. C. on our 
honeynoun and there wer® mud roads up there then. Moody, 
Genevieve's hrot or, h: messed up the horses and put the 
spreaders on and chairs-log chains and went on down the 
road about quarter of i mile and was waiting t ere 'til 
we came alone to fasten to the old model "T" in order to 
get through the mud hole. Go Moody got up on the radiator. 

My wife and I were ritting in the back seat and we had 
dad ur front - he ebauffr we were ridinc in 

style,. ; one—rm out on -the radiaJ;<M*-ac conductor, 

flagman or soaeihirur driving a "team. After we got out of the 
mud hole, of course we made it all right over to Cass. 

•:! m got on t’ e train there ^t Cans and going down the Green¬ 
brier river down near ntoga or thereabouts, a' freight 
train had wrecked and upset about ten or fifteen cars of 
coal. So we had to get our baggage and tromp through the 
briers and weeds and walk nbout n half a mile around this 
wreckage. The railroad company had sent another passenger 
train up to meet us to take us on into Ronceverte. We made 
it into Ronceverte but we were about to be a little too late 
for the train to Washington D.C. We took a berth of course, 
it seemed we had to take an upper berth. While she went to 
the dressing room to dress, I went ahead and went to bed and 
I kept looking out the curtains, for her-. She kept delaying 
and delaying and here^.her sister and another girl had taken 
a machine or a needle and thread and sown her gown all up, 
and she couldn't get inside of it, so she had been sitting 
in there in the train rocking backwards and forwards trying 
to get those stitches out .^o she could get her gown on..I 
thought her heart had failed herj but she finally appeared. 
Co we 1 tided in Washington the next morning, snent a few 
dnyxi there looking r.round at th« . irhtc, the museum of 
history and that sort of thing then came on back home. 



10 


f 


(SIDE SIX CONTINUED) 

>|hil 8 w , w<Jr- cone about two or throe feet of snow hnd 
r *Hon r Uhon we came to Murlinton T called home to my 
"'other £o one how the roads wore «njl' clu sold the*e hadn’t 
^een anybody over them for two'or throe days pnd'them^ll 
hadn't oven run. She said I'd bettor go to'tho hotel and 
8t ay th'it night and wait until next day to see if the roads 
opened up. Hut I went over to C. J. Richardson's and bought 
a shovel, T had this new car eo we started out. V/e made it 
Op Elk mountain alright and coming down Elk the wind had 
blown the snow and drifted it over top of the fonce along 
each side. I juct kinda butted my way through the snow. It 
w ae a kind of soft,fluffy-like sno > but it was hard down in¬ 
side. Finally made i way through. My mother was over at the 
new home fixing our wedding dinner for us, she wasn't ex¬ 
pecting uk so I stopped over at the old place, called over 
asking if everything was all right. She asked, "Where are 
you?" j told her we were over at the old place and she 
wanted to know how we ever got there. Of course, we 
otarted ncroaa the graveyard hill and the snow had drifted 
cle-r over and you couldn't tell whore the road was going 
down t.he other aide. I3ut drivin' made a road through and we 
got there. There were n lot of our friends and loved ones 
came on anyway -and v/e had n very nice wedding party. That's 
been fifty years ago -*nd we've lived happily together for 
fifty years. My health hns been bad for the lict three or 
four yearw and I don't eVpedt to have too long to stay here. 

With the type of disease T have the doctor's are doing the 
beet they can to cure of it. I've been in the hospitul 
three time., now in the 1-st year and am still not able to 
Cet out and stir around much. I'M still thankful the Lord 
has spared ou.- lives this long and give us hope of eternity. 

We've had lots of friends that have been very kind to us and 
we hone to meet them someday, whether in this life or the 
life to come. 

There are many more things perhaps I should say. On my wife's 
side of the house there are several preachers. Two of her 
sister's married preachers. Stella married Hillary Finch and 
Gaynelle married Ollie Heavcner, a United Brethern preacher. 
Mary, a sister has a boy Billy is a Presbyterian preacher. 
Stella and Hillary's two boys were preachers,.one of them a 
part time preacher. He w a s with IBM and war making more money 
in the sales field and of course liked to take care of his 
family. As a preacher I understand they got up good sermonB 
and all like that, the Lord bless him and bring him back to 
the ministry where he belongs. It seem6 like we all have 
our troubles. Genevieve's sister, Eloise lost her husband 
little over a year ago. He died in Waynesboro Va. Marie lost 
her husband several years ngo but she managed to raise her 
family, a very good family, one of them hae an airplane taxi 
in Lemiaburg, If you wanted to go somewhere in a .hurry, he 
would take you. So I married into a good religious family 
and the Sharp's Ramsey's and the Morgan's were all considered 
very nice people. Fordy Morgan was uncle Tom Morgan's son 
and fie went to Washington D.C. and had some children. We have 
relatives scattered all over the United States, I reckon. 

Si chose to remain single nther than get married. Dave owns 
the store building at Slutyfork and has somebody to operate it. 
The jewelry shop in Cincinnatti, he repairs watches etc. He 

* F r i f 1 f 1 !; 1 ’ n, y lvia th *y hav « an adopted daughterthat 
i .wonderful girl and hne beon a great helo to the. and a 
great MetHng to the. 
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I'i/ah L>)born 

r n ®Tly June, 1921, Ivnn Sharp returned home to Slntyfork 
from his etudieu nt West Virgina Wesleyan College, His 
father, L. D. had plans for him. He was to take Si, Paul 
and Creola Sharp to Arbovnle for J.H. Hall’s Singing School. 
T hey would drive there in the'«Studebaker-arid topm With IJrs, 
Summers Sutton- for the week, 

^ local girl, Genevieve Orndorff, was also attending the 
school. Sometime during the week, Ivan asked to drive'her 
home. She suggested they walk. The unpaved North Fork road 
to J.H. Orndorff s home was verYi muddy. 

Ivan Sharp became aocustomed to the road to Genevieve's door. 
In the next t ree y^ars he would make numerous Sunday trips, 
arriving in time for church, to spend the day with Genevieve. 
In 19?3, under .an apple tree, he proposed marriage* J. B. 
and Cora Ella (Ervin) Orndorff g n ve their blessing. 

February, 6, 19 24, Ivan Lilburn Sharp and Jessie Genevieve 
P-^dorff were married in the front parlor of the Orndorff 
home.it eleven in the morning: Reverand Hairis, Methodist 
minister of Arbovale charge, officiating with Mary Margaret 
Orndorff and Si Sharp in attendance. . Martha, the organist, 
played the traditional wedding march for the processional 
down fitairway and hall. The bride was dressed in a blue 
suit with grey squirrel collar, grey shoes and grey silk 
hose; the groom in a blue serge suit. The guests were served 
a turkey dinner after the ceremony. (Some members of the 
family missed the ceremony- Eloise Orndorff, age six, was 
behind the stove crying.... Lila Orndorff and Aunt Lola 
Sheets had gone to the well.)....(Lola was probably trying 
to get the sugar from her hands for she had helped »ice’ 
nine cakes.) 
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* V,,n and Qerovicve planned to honeymoon in VPashington, 

C. They did. In that week, Woodrow Wilson passed away. 
Genevieve remembers the pallor over the city. They visited, 

*he Smithsoni-.n, the Congressional Library and the Zoo. 
oenovieve had never seen a lennord; the one she saw at 
the National Zoo .resented her with an indelinble souviner, 
claw marks on a brand-new eilk umbrella. 

For Ivan'c recollections, here are hi3 recorded memories 
taped in November 197^: "Back at the time my wife and I 
were married, I had bought 0 new Star automobile. I drove 
it to Marlinton and put it in a garage. Vie rode the log 
train up to Cass, Genevieve's dad met us there in his model 
"T" Ford and took os on over to the Orndorff home for the 
night.. We got married the next day about eleven o'clock. 

•e started tc Washington D.C. on our honeymoon and there 
were mud roads up there then. Moody, Genevieve's brother, 
harnessed ur the horjes and put the spreaders on and chains, 
log chains, and went on down the road about a quarter of a 
mile and was waiting there 'til we came along to fasten the 
old model "T" in order to ret through the mud hole. Moody 
got u; on the radiator. I'.y wife and I were sitting in the 
back reit and we had my dad up front, chauffaring. We were 
riding in style with a nan on the radiator conducting us 
through the mud with a team of horses! After we got out 
of the mud hole, we mnde it all right over to Cass. We cot 
on the train there at Case and going down the Greenbrier 
river sown near Watoga or thereabouts, a freight train had 
wrecked nnd upset about ten or fifteen cars of coal. So we 
had to jet our baggage and tromp through the briers and ueeds 
and v»alk about a half a mile around this wreckage. The 
railroad company hr d rent another passenger trnin tip to meet 
ur to take us on into Ronceverte. We made it into Ronceverte 
hut were about a little too late for the train to Washington, 
L.C.* 
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'® took a berth of course, it ceemed we had to take m upper 
b ®rth. While she went to the dressing room to dress, I wont 
■'head nnd went to bed and kept looking out the curtains for 
her. She kept delaying and delaying and here- her sister and 
nnothcr girl had taken n machine or a needle and thread and 
sown her gown all up and she couldn't get inside of itl She 
had boon sitting un there in the train rocking backwards and 
forwards trying to got those stitches out so she could get 
her gown on.....I thought her heqrt had failed her, but she 
finally appeared. " 

"We landed in Washington the next morning, spent a few day6 
there looking around at the sights, the Museum of History 
and that sort of thing and then came on back home." 

"While we were gone about two or three feet of snow had 
fallen, "hen we came to Marlinton I called home to my 
mother to see how the roads were . She said there hadn't 
been anybody over them for two or three days and the mail 
hadn't even run. She said I'd better go to the hotel and 
stay thiit night nnd wait until next day to see if the roads 
opened up.. But I went over to C. J. Richardson•s and bought 
a shovel, I had this new car so we started out. We made it 
u> Elk mountain all right and coming down Elk the wind had 
blown t c snow and drifted it over top of the fence along 
e >ch side. I just kinds butted my way through the snow. It w«> 
a kind of noft, fluffly-li' e unow but it was hard down inside. 

T/e finally made our way through." 

11 M y mother was over at the new home fixing our wedding dinner 
for us. ".he Wcasn't expecting us so I stopped over at the 
old place, called over asking if everything was all right. 

"he *>skod, ".here are you?" I told her we were over at the 
old place and she wanted to know how we ever got there. Of 
course, we started over the *raveyard hill and the snow 
b'. * ^rifted clear over ’’nd you couldn’t tell whore the 
road war going down the ot.her ride. Hut drivin' made a 
road t.> rou it ‘n*’ we got tt t*re. There were a lot of our 
fricn'V. and loved ones who cn:r.e on .anyway nad we had a 




V ° r y nice weddinc party. That's been fifty years ngo nnd 
We 've lived hfv i>ily together for fifty yearo." 

Ivnn Lilburn Shnrp was born at Slatyfork, July 27, 1900, 
eon of Luther David and I.nura Jane (Morcnn) Sharp. He 
di®d March ? 2, 1975 nnd is buried at the Sharp Cometary 
°t Slatyfork. Jessie Genevieve (Orndorff) Sharp was 
torn in Arbov.nle, August 5, 1905 »nd now resides in Waynes¬ 
boro, Virginia. Ivan and Genevieve had three children: 

Rartonn Irene Sharp Shipley born at Slatyfork August 26, 1928, 
Ralph Myers Sharp born at Myers Clinic, Phiiipi^ April 7, 1933* 
-van Lilburn Sharp born at Myers Clinic, Philip j.' December 
28, lo4o died November 1?, 1975. 





RANDOLPH MORGAN 


The Morgans were of Welch decent, having col^e from Wales and 
Se ttled in Virginia. 

Randolph Morgan was born in Rappahannock County, Virginia on 

A Pril 2, 1815. He came to Greenbrier County in company with Noah 

/ 

Morgan about 1833. Their relationship is not known, but it was not 
father and son. 

Randolph Morgan lived two miles below Ronceverte. It is said 

that he had the first flour mill in the town. He was married to 

Pollie "Mary" Myres, also of Irish decent. She was a sister of 

Charles Myres. They lived near Ronceverte in the Irish Corner, 

District. Pollie Myres was born in 1810. 

The children of Randolph and Pollie Myres Morgan were: 

(ages according to 1880 census) 

(1) Albert born 1841 

(2) Charles Lewis born 1844 

(3) Samuel Craft born July 8, 1847 

(4) Columbus born 1851 

(5) Virginia 

(6) Unknown child 












ALBERT MORGAN 


Albert Morgan was born in 1841 in Greenbrier County. On 
Au 9Ust 24, 1865 he was married to Rebecca Whanger (born 1847), the 
dau 9hter of David and Nelly Whanger. She was born in Greenbrier 

County. 

The following children's initials were listed in the census 

°* 1880 . 


M. E. Female 
S. E. Male 
E. A. Female 
V. S. Female 
A. L. Male 
S. F. Female 

Added to this are two known 


13 years 
12 years 
8 years 
6 years 
3 years 
1 year 

children: Ernest and Grace 


Grace Morgan was born October 19, 1886 and died in a Thomasvill* 

N. C. nursing home in November, 1974 after a long illness. She was 

married to Benjamin B. Brown. She was buried in the Ketron Cemetery 

near Ronceverte. Survivors include four sons: Guy of Indian Valley 

«-v 1 

Covington, Va.; Ben B. and Archie, both of Highpoint, N. C. ; cf 

Ctuitvjlvn,three daughters: Mrs. Pauline Ford of Earlehurst, Va.j 
Mrs. Gladys Brisendine of Westwood, Covington, Va.; and Mrs. Margare 
Young of Clifton Forge, Va. 






COLUMBUS MORGAN 



Columbus Morgan was born in 1851. He was married to Malinda 
wil ° was born in 1856. Columbus died in 1927 or 28. 

T hey were the parents of two daughters according to the census 
1880 and are listed as: 

N. A. Female 2 years 

M. F. Female 1 year 

A son was born later. His name was Ford E. Morgan. He was 
living at 330 Maryland Ave., N. E. , Washington, D. C. in 1944. 

Columbus Morgan was living in the Fort Spring District when the 
census was taken in 1880. 


